1 
* 
. * 


_— * 
> 


77 


£ 44t 
* [1 x : ' : * * 
* * 91 £ PER . 
N = 0 . bp 5 4 * * 7 . # f 


5 3 CN 
PRACTICAL SINNER: 
| Exemplified, 


mn the Monſtrous VILLANIES of the Age, 
and the great Coo LN ESS and IN DIF E/ 
RENCE of Mankind towards their CRE“ 


Aro R, and the vaſt Concern of Salvation. * 


he Farce” of a Sick-Bed, and J A Story of a 6 per cent. Lady, 
the Humours of the laſt Hours, who pray'd her Friends and 


in moſt Examples of Life. Acquaintances out of 30,000 / 
Punchand Port, the great Reliefs, principal Money. 
in troubled Conſcie nces. Marriage, a Sefaration for ever: 


H—1l thought no hotter than | The falſe Education of young 
a Town-Bagnio; and the D— 1] Ladies the Cauſe of it. : 


2 finewell-bred Gentleman. Chriſtian Behaviour, much out of 
Faſting, forgot in South Britain | faſhion: . 

and Ireland. { Zuadrille and Ombre, obtain'd 
Our Reaft-Beef, a weightier In- their Freedom of the City of 

centiye .than our Religion, for | London, | 

Foreigners to viſit us. All Men running mad and bewitch- 
Hypocnly, a certain Sign of In- eds, and purſuing their own Da- 

ſolvency. I ſtruction. T 
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MoDERN CHRISTIAN: 


O R, 


Practical Huner, &C. 


OD God! what a wretched 
NN © deplorable Rabble are we all 
together, plac'd under thy eter- 
nal View and Inſpection. Whe- 
Nah cer we conſider the great or 
Nd ez (mall Hulgar, the Beau Monde, 
— or the upper and lower Walls of 
Life: What Farce, Illuſion and Drollery do we 
not behold in every Scene of either? We are no 
more than a univerſal Company of Mounte- 
Banks, Tumblers, and Poſture- Maſters continual- 
ly jockeying and wreſtling with one another. 
Elſe, why do we ſo incumber our Heads With 
Care, ſo rack our Hearts with Paſſion, ſo waſte 
our Spirits with inceſſant Toil? Why do we fo 
highly value, fo ardently defire, ſo eagerly 


purſue, ſo impatiently want, ſo paſſionately con- 


tend for, and emulate one another ? 


B _ Worldly 
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Worldly Happineſs is precarious, and ſtands 
not only upon a Precipice, but upon Ice too, 
altho' 'tis a difficult point to prevail with great 
Men to depart from their Grandeur, or to per- 
ſuade them their Station is ſlippery, or that the 
Babels they have raiſed will ſink into Duſt, 
and bury them under the Ruins, All this 
World can give, will be certainly taken away. 
Why then do we cut Throats, plunder the 
Widow, and Orphan, and one another, to 
glut our Ambition and build Palaces on their 
Ruins? Why do we ſo imbowel the Earth to 
fraſt our Avarice, and to purchaſe Cares and 
Diſcontent above it? For who has moſt to loſe 
has always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station 
puts no Bounds to an ambitious Spirit, nor 
the vaſteſt Treaſures to a covetous one. 

The World is a Medley of Religions, without 
Virtue or Chriſtianity; the laſt is tick'd up 
in ſo many Dreſſes, that we fee Conſcience 
pliant, and Intereſt forcing it. into all ſhapes : 
In ſhort, all kinds of Wickedneſs are brought 
to Method, Principle and Demonſtration ; good 
Men are lighted and ill rewarded, Virtue ap- 
pears in Sackcloth and Vice in Scarlet and Em- 
broidery; Knaves go off with ſucceſs, and 
honeſt Men with diſappointment; and the beſt 
Actions are exploded, while the very worſt are 
deify'd. 

Inceſt, Adultery, and Fornication were never 
known to make ſo conſiderable a Figure, ef 
cially in High-Life, as *tis called, and the 
Elopements of Wives ſo numerous. The Evil 
lies deep, and reaches to all parts. Few are 
clear of the Infection. A Bridegroom is ſcarce 
ſecure of his Bride's Virtue, from the Altar 
to his Bed-Chamber ; Lewdneſs is no more a Di- 

verſion ; 
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(3) 
verſion 3 no, it is become the grand Buſineſs of 
Mankind, Attempts upon Chaſtity come off 
generally with Succeſs ; for Women now-a-days 
are ill furniſhed for Reſiſtance, and Bluſh- 
ing ſeems to be quite out of faſhion with the 
Sex. 

Intereſt, Ambition, and Criminal Pleaſures 
are the great Incentives to Vice, they rouze the 


= Appetite, enliven the Paſſions, and then ſub- . 
due Will. Now where do theſe Temptations 


take up their Lodgings, but in this great Town ? 
Here they are ſet off with all the Charms of 
Dignity and Grandeur; and then beſides they 
perſecute Youth, not with Frowns, but Smiles, 
and kill with Kindneſs, 

The modeſt Draughts and Phraſes on the Doors 
of every Church, and place of religious Worſhip, 
ſufficiently evince the Viriue and Manners of 
the Age we live in, and ſhews how happily the 


| Hands and Heads of our Youth are employ'd. 


Children that can ſcarce ſtand alone, are ready to 
rend the very Heavens with their ſhocking Exe- 
crations in the publick Streets; wickedly propha- 
ning the Name of AL MIGHTY Gop in every 
Speech and Action, and this with impunity; 
their Parents and Guides perhaps thinking it 
commendable, for ſuch little Poppets, to Remem- 
ber their Creator in the Days of their Yonth, 
Obſcene Books, Prints, and Paintings are ex- 
hibited to view at the Corner of almoſt every 
Street and Paſſage, Theſe are the Poiſon of 
Youth, and murther the Mind, as ſure as Arſe- 
nick kills Bodies; their Matter and Deſign are 
pointed againſt the Defence of Virtue, and are 
the worſe for being excellent in their kinds ; 
they kindle thoſe Flames that cannot be extin- 
guiſhed ; they give the Paſſion they repreſent, 
B 2 and 


= ”. <4 Apes — — — — — r 


(4 


and fo by an unbappy Inverſion, the very Copy 


into the Hands of a young Wench, what a 
fine Landſkip will they draw in her Head? 
How powertuily will they operate in her tender 
Heart? What a tumult will they raiſe in Mifs's 
Breaſt ; they ſet the Sex into a fit of Long- 
ing: for tho' Women were made of Bone, 
they retain all the pliableneſs of Hb. 

ta the common Netws- Papers, we frequently 
fee an Advertiſement of a Preparative for a wor- 
thy receiving of the boly Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, immediately followed by another about 
Rum and Brandy, Punch prepared after a new 
Method, or elſe the laudable Arcommudations of 
& Gagnio ſet forth, Gr. 
Some that have occaſion for Books of De- 
votion ſeem aſham'd to go into the Shops ta 
buy them, but loiter about the Doors as tho? 
they, were going to pledge or ſteal ſomething, 
The Bookſellers affirm, that nothing, is more 
common, than for People's coming with a ful] 
Reſolution to purchaſe the Chriſtian Sacrifice, or 
Companion to the Altar, or ſome ſuch religious 
Baok ;, but on ſeeing Company in their Shops, 
they have inſtantly changed their Notes, and aſk'd 
tor a Comedy. | 3 

We have for near an Age abſtain'd from 
pablick Faſts and Days of Humiliation to avert 
the Wrath, or implore the Bleſſing of God on 
our Affairs. And indeed, the thundering But- 
tacks, and. Sirloins borne on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays even in the Lent Seaſon, to the Houſes 
of our Nobility,, Clergy and Gentry, demonſtrate 
what Inclinations the good People of Brilain bear 


to Faſting, boa 
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roduces an Original. When theſe Works come 
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Truly our Stage-Coach Maſters, and Ouners 


of Coaſting-Veſſels are become ſuch faſhionable 
Gentlemen as to a& independent of Grace and 
Mercy. The time has been, when a Coach 
cou'dn't fly, or a Trading Veſſel take a ſhort 
Trip without God Almighty's Permiſſion z their 
printed Bills ſpeak no ſuch Language now-a-days, 
the Age forſooth being grown too polite to truſt 
any of their Concerns to Divine Providence. 

Murders and Rebbertes were never fo frequent 
in the Memory of Man ; People. face one ano- 
ther in the Streets with Countenances as hungry 
as Wolves and Tygers. There is no ſtirring in- 
to any publick Aſſembly, tho* at Noon-Day, 
without the hazard of a Purſe or ſome Valua- 
ble. People are knock'd down and plunder'd 
at their awn Doors in the Duſk of the Evening, 
in a populous Town; ſo that a prudent Perſon 
ought not to venture from an Evening-Service, 
eſpecially in the Winter-Seaſon, without a Cafe 
of Piſtols in his Pocker. In the moſt reputable 
Coffee-Houſes a Man dares not leave his Gloves, 
Box, or Spectacles on the Table for a Moment, 
but they are irreceverably loſt, and no one 
knows who to ſuſpect of the Company. 

We meet with ſo many exalted Villainies and 
Rogueries, and ſo many Cheats and Tricks of all 
ſorts and ſizes: The Age is grown ſo monſtrouſ- 
ly corrupt and degenerate, and ſo ſtranegly over- 
run with, Vice and Folly, that there's little Good 
to be expected from the Society we find in it. 
There are indeed ſome few converſable Perſans 
of Senſe and Honour; but then they are ſo very 
few, and withal ſo hard to be difcern'd, that a 


Man may tire two luſty Chairmen or a pair of 
You 


Horſes e' er he can be able to find em out. 
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(6) 
You muſt be encounter'd with the Apes and 
Peacocks of the Town, the Men of Vit, Eſſence, 
and Fire, thoſe uſeleſs Creatures that we dignify 1 
and diftinguiſh by the modiſh Character of the N 
Beau Monde; and what's worſe, be compell'd 7 
ro ſuffer your Ears to be bored through and 
grated with an empty tedious Din of their dull 
Inpertinences, or elſe the ſqueamiſh Coxcombs 
look awry and ſcornfully upon you, and imme- 
diately declare you a ſenſeleſs, ſtupid, or a low | 
Fellow, . 
Sometimes you muſt be forc'd to undergo the 4 
peeviſh Wranglings of contentious Politicians ; 8 
at other times be compell'd to ruffle with the 
Inſolence of Bullizs and Sharpers, or content 
pour ſelf to be borne down, inſulted and im- 
poſed upon. You muſt be often forc'd to en- 
dure the fulſom Steam of beaſtly Ribaldry, in- 
termix'd with the horrid Sounds of Blaſphemy. 
You muſt be content to be cruciated with ſly 
and injurious Inſinuations; be plagued with 
Backbiters, and the ſerpentine Hiſſings of Syco- 
phants and Tale-bearers, 

This is a brave Town for a Man to make 
himſelf a good Proficient in the Arts of Mho- 
ring and Drinking, or to underſtand exactly the 
Methods of Debauchery and Profaneneſs, this 
is indeed the only Place of the World. But who 
can enjoy the 8 Opportunities of Quiet 
a d Sedateneſs? For we muſt expect quite the 
contrary, to be encounter'd with Noiſe and Non- 
ſenſe, Hurryings, Scramblings, Juſtlings, and 
Counterminings to have cur Thoughts vitiated 
and diſturbed, which are the very Bane and Canker 
of Study and Meditation, 

Here are numbers ſhirking about in Rags, the 


living Monuments of their own vicious Indiſcre- 
tion 3 
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tion; others hurrying about in Coaches and 
Chariots without any Bottoms to them: A rich 


Woman's in a Lace-chamber or a Toy-ſhop, 


laying out large Sums in the moſt ridiculous 
Trifles, while a poor one's in a Broker's, pawn- 
ing the very Shift off her B---ch for Subſiſtance : 
A Taylor with a rich Birth-Day Suit under his 
Arm juſtles againſt an Undertaker's Fellow with 
a Coffin and Shroud on his Back: One Great 
Man is ſtealing into a Jilt's Chamber for Enjoy- 
ment, while another's bearing out of the Feru- 


ſalem Chamber to Interrment: Some are kiſſing 


Hands for Offices and Employments, at the In- 
ſtant other's are ſetting their Hands to Bonds 
and Mortgages of their Eſtates: One rich Ci- 
tizen is mounting the Great Horſe, while ano- 
ther, who does not ride above ten or eleven Stone, 
after he has wiſely whor*d and rac'd himſelf out 
of his Shop, commences as compleat a Highway- 
man as the beſt Butcher or Attorney of em all. 
Some are tearing the very Muſcles of their Faces 
with Laughter and Mirth, while others are 0- 
ver-whelm'd in Grief and Sorrow; loud Claps 
and Peals of Satisfaction are heard in Play- 
houſes, and Groans with wringing of Hands in 
Pariſh Work-houſes and Priſons : A Bailiff lays 
hold of one Man, and a Bottle Companion of a- 
nother : A deeply indebted Lord is boaſting of 
his Honour, and a tricking Tradeſman of his 
Honeſty : Some are in Gaming-Houſes and Bro- 
thels, calling out for immediate Death and Dam- 
nation; while others are on their Death-beds, 
invoking Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Some are 
ſetting out on a ſhort Journey with ſix Horſes; 
and others on a long one with ſix Pall-bearers : 
Some practice Virtue at home and Vice in Com- 
pany, and ſo betray their Conſciences to avoid 
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a Bluſh : Some Libertines are ſportinz with Re- 
ligion, and commencing Atheiſts, ro humour 
Fools and Boon Companions; while the Thoughts 
of Eternity ſtrikes a Damp through every Joint, 
and againſt which there is no humane Reliet 
but Arrack Punch, and Claret. This is a rough 
Draught of Men and Things; any one look- 
ing into the conſtant Actions, as well as the 
Countenances of the generality of Mankind, may 
eaſily perceive at what a vile random Rate the 
live, and the Senſe they ſeem to have of the 
Wrath to come. | 
When a Perſon of Quality or Diſtinction is 
ſeized with an acute Diſeaſe, the Name and Place 


of abode are immediately enter'd in the Ledgers 


of Life and Death, which are uſually kept in 
Great Ormond Street, Bloomſbury Square, Great 
Ruſſel Street, and Pall- Mall. The Stables are 
ſtripp'd of their Furniture, and the Horſes of 
their Litter, to prevent the fick Perſon's Ears be- 
ing annoy d with the rattling Equipages of thoſe 
in better. Health ; the Knocker of the Door is 
enjoined to Silence, and from thence enſues a 
Suſpenſion of impertinent Viſits : Servants and 
other Dependants are ſtruck with fear and trem- 
bling, and a general Dread infuſes itſelf through 
all intereſted in the Family; the Heir ſtands 
divided between Hope and Fear, and is ſtudy- 
ing how to deport at ſo nice and critical a Con- 
juncture; while the Underſtrappers of Under- 
dertakers are walting at every neighbouring Bro- 
thel for Intelligence; nor are the Agents of Col- 
leges, Hoſpitals, and Lazar Houſes leſs buſy in 
keeping a Look-out after the Intereſts of their 
Principals. Death is a Winter, that as it wi- 
thers the Roſe and Lilly, fo it kills the Nettle 
and Thiſtle ; as it ſtifles all worldly Joy and 
Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, ſo it ſuppreſſes all Care and Grief ; as 
it huſhes the Voice of Mirth and Melody, ſo it 
ſtills the Clamours and the Sighs of Miſery; as 
it defaces all the World's Glory, ſo it covers 
all Diſgrace, and wipes off all Tears, ſilences 
all Complaint, buries all Diſquiet and Diſcon- 
tent. 

All our ſubtil Conceits, and nice Criticiſms; 
all our fine Inventions and Speculations ſhall be 
ſwallow'd up either in the utter Darkneſs, or in 
the clearer Light of the future State, One Por- 
tion of that Lethean Cup (which we mult all 
take down upon our Entrance into that Land of 
Forgetſulneſs) will probably drown the Memory, 
deface the Shape of all thoſe Ideas with which 
we have here ſtuffed our Minds ; however they 
are not like to be of Ule to us in that now 


ſo different State; where none of the learned 


or modern Languages, no not even the French 
or Italian are ſpoken : None of our Experience 
will ſuit ; where all Things have quite another 
Face, unknown, unthought of by us. Where 
Add-ſ-n and P-pe ſhall appear mere Idiots ; 
Seniſ-no and Far-nello become ſenſeleſs and dumb : 
Where all our great Authors ſhall have no Au— 
thority : Where we mult all go a-freſh to ſchool 
again 3 mult unlearn perhaps, what in theſe 
miſty Regions we thought our ſelves beſt to 
know, and begin to learn what we not once ever 
dreamt of. ; 

Men of high Degree; the famous Generals, 
the crafty Stateſmen, the grave Senators, the 
ſublime Poets, the deep Philoſopher and A- 
ſtronomer, the ſkilful Artiſt, the fooliſh Wit- 
ling and Punſter ; they who turn and toſs about 
the World at their pleaſure, make the Earth 


tremble and ſhake Kingdoms, Seeing that a Mo- 
C ment 
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ment of time ſhall extinguith all their Luſtre, and 

ſtil} all that Tumult about them; that they 
muſt be diſ-robed of their Scarlet and Gold, and 
be clothed with Corruption ; that their fo ſpa- 
cious and ſplendid Palaces muſt ſoon be exchang- 
ed for cloſe, darkſome Coffins ; that both their 
own Breath, and the Breath of them who now 
applaud them muſt be ſtopp'd ; that they who 
now bow down to them may trample on them ; 
and that their Rods, Regiments, and Ribbant's, 
&c. muſt be transſert'd to others. 

Since this is the Fate of the moſt great and 
glorious among Men, what Reaſon can there be 
to admire their Condition, to prize ſuch vain 
and ſhort · livꝰd Pre-eminences ? 

I ̃ know theſe Doctrines will ſound very harſh 
and diſagreeable in the Ears of too many Peo- 
ple; they will be unwelcome to a jolly red- 
fac'd Bacchanalian, with a Sea of Punch at his 
Elbow ; a Jovial treble-chin Parſon, taking our 
the firſt Slice of a Haunch of Veniſon z; a ram- 
pant Rake, going to raviſh a Virgin; a Lady 
of Quality, juſt dreſt for a courtly Ball; an over- 

rown South-Seg or India Director, recounting 
his Wealth ; or a ruſtick *Squire, at the Heels 
of a Pack of Fox-Hounds. 

When a Perſon in the leſſer ot middling State 
of Lite is lying on a ſick Bed, a Phyſician comes 
and takes a curſory View of the Caſe, and falls 
to writing what oftentimes proves the unhappy 
Patient's Death-I/arrant ; and he being paid for 
his Work, and having decently flid the Gra- 
tuity into his Pocket, is bruſhing off, but is 
itopt in the next Chamber by the Wife, who 
witha ſorrowful Countenance demands to know if 
there are any Hopes, i. e. of anather Huſband: 
The Doctor declares her Conſort to be in a "ey 
A 
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bad Way, and far from being out of Danger, 


but that he ſhall have all the Aſſiſtance in Art 
and Medicine, in order to be ſent for again as 
ſoon as poſſible ; then a Company of imper- 
tinent Relations farther interrupt him with Sto- 
ries of their Acquaintance, who were partly in 
the /ame Way, with what Means were uſed, and 
how ſucceſsful they prov'd in their Recovery. 
The Patient having over-heard a Whiſpering, 
is mighty. uneaſy to know the Phyſician's pri- 
vate Sentiments, becauſe if there were any real 
Danger, it might be convenient to ſend for a 
Divine; or if otherwiſe, to let it alone. If the 
ſick Perſon be of any great Account, as a rich 
Houſholder, c. the Rector himſelf will perhaps 
vouchſafe tb give his Lungs a Breathing up a 
ſingle Pair of Stairs, and read over a longn-eg- 
lected Office; becauſe not only a comfortable 
Piece or two may chance to appear, but in caſe 
of a Funetal, a Ring and Scarf into the bargain. 
If the Party be only an Inmate or Lodger, of 
little or ho Subſtance, then few Curates care to 
viſit on the ſecond Floor, and a Garret they think 
nigh enough Heaven already to need their Aſ- 
ſiſtance to it, In this Dilemma, Bills are publickly 
handed up in the Church, fo that the Sins of a 
Gngle Inhabitant oftentimes become a Burden to 


a whole Pariſh. 


Indeed Repentance and Contrition have their 
Patoxy ſms and Pericds, as well as Diſtempers ; 
they riſe and fall with the Courſe of the Malady : 
For when ths Diſeaſe abates, and Strenghen- 
creaſes, we generally find Prayer and Penitence 


f grow very faint and langu. 


Winz, which may have brought che ſick 


N Man into his bad Condition, is now to be ad- 
mimiſter'd medicinally; the Cork is drawn out 
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of the Bottle with a Report equal to that of a 
pocket Piſtol, importing that the Town of Here- 


ford or Southam has had a larger Share in the 


Compoſition than that of Opyrto. The Patient 
upon this, ſtarts in a Fright from his Pillow to 


know what's the matter, and perceives a. freſh 


Detachment of Phyſick, rang'd in Battalia a- 
long the Window, which he 1s told the Doctor 
has ordered in for his Relief and Comfort. 

A Bottle Companion looks in, and bids him 
be of good Chear, and never let his noble Cou- 
rage be caſt down; he can ſe: no Danger, and 
does not doubt but by the Grace of God to take 
many a hearty Soak with him for all this. The 
Penitent ſhakes his Head, and promiſes a thorough 
Reformation of his Life and Manners, it the 
Lord ſhall pleaſe to raiſe bim for the Sake of his 
poor dear Wife and Children ; otherwiſe he ſecs 
nothing elſe that could make Life deſirable. 

Noxse next, deſires him not to ſpend his Spi- 
rits too much in Prayer, for that Providence is 
very merciful, and will accept of what we can do 
inwardly: Then tells a Story of the poor dear 
Soul her laſt Maſter or Miſtreſs, ſaying what 
miſerable Wretches we are when the Lord 1s 
pleaſed to lay his Hands upon us ; while ſhe, 
good Woman, at that very Inſtant is laying 
her Hands on a Napkin, Spoon, or ſome ſuch 


Chattel, as a Perquiſite due to her Office. 


The Apothecary with a demure affected Coun- 
tenance ſteals into the Chamber, and in imitation 
of the Phyſician, fall, ro fumbling the ſick Per- 
fon's Pulſe, tho' for his Judgment he may per- 
haps as well feel his Poſteriors ; but however, 
as he is come, he muſt and will be doing or 
ſaying ſomething. The Wife complimenting 
him, declares ſhe depends as much on his {kill 
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as on the Doctor's, as knowing what Reputa- 
tion he acquired in curing Mrs, Suc9-a-0ne of 
a dangerous Head or Tooth-ach, and there- 
fore b:g2 he would be ingenuous with her, be- 
cauſe her Spouſe hath vaſt Concerns to ſettle : 
Ny then Madam, 10 tell you freely my Opinion, 
I don't think Mr. is a Man long for Ibis 
Mord, tho" indeed whilſt there*s Life we have 
hopes, &c. The good Woman takes the int, 
flies inſtantly to her Huſband's Bed-fide, and 
tells him how prudent it wil be to ſettle his 
Affairs. I. ill be neither here nor thre for 
that; for in God's Grace ſbe don't doubt but bel! 
do mighty well again. How did Mr. M hat- dl ye- 
call-him make bis Hill on à Sick-bed ſome years 
ago, and he is now alive and weil, The lick 
Man begins now to ſmell a Rat, and is tho- 
roughly ſtartled : He offers abundance of Shifts 
and Delays, but the Wife aſſiſted by a cruſty 
Confident or two (acquainted with all the Foibles 
of the Family) are egging him on, to the ſame 
purpoſe, telling him how prudent it will be 
ro leave all his real and perſonal Eſtates to 
his Wife, and to conſtitute her the ſole Execu- 
trix of his laſt Will and Teſtament, becaute 
ſuch a Diſpoſition will render his Children more 
dependent, and conſequently more dutiful to 
her. She promiſing on her part all the Care 
and Tenderneſs imaginable, of his poor, dear 
Offspring, the Pledges of their conjugal Af- 
fection, On his bare mentioning the Poſſibility 
of her marrying ſome luſty Iriſhman, who may 
turn his Children and her too out of doors, 
before he is well cold in the Grave, the Houſe 
is ready to be pulled down for Har!?'s-Horn, and 
Sal-Holatile, and People to ſupport Madam. 
At length he is overcome, and complies with 
her 


——— 
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ner Requeſt, Matters being now ſcttled to 
her Mind, her poor Heart is ready to break to 
ice the Miſery he endures, and begs of the 
Lord to take him out of his Pam, if it be his 
heavenly Will, the ſooner the better, 

Theſe Concerns being delay'd fo late, and 
puſn'd on at almoſt the laſt extremity, the great 
Work of Repentance, and Care of the ſpiritual 
Zjtate lies neglected, that is, in reverſion 3 per- 
haps a Clergyman may kneel at the Bedſide for 
half an Hour, and the ſick Man receive the 
Communion, with his Family crying about his 
ears: This is counted great Doings indeed, be- 
caule 'tis certain Numbers go off the Stage e- 
very Week, without hearing ſo much as a 
ſingle Prayer, or ſhewing the leaſt ſigns of 
Sorrow for a miſ-ſpent Life: Some dying, in their 
Liquors, ſome in Apoplexies, and others by vi- 
olent and acute Diſeaſes. Tho' the drotoning 
Sailor, the dvirg Criminal, the Workman fallen 
from his Scaffuld, and the wounded Bully con- 
tels the Name of 7r/us Chriſt, when their a- 
gonizing Souls are fleeting, they have no o- 
the Power to invoke ; there, is none other to 
heſp and comfort, tho* in their Health they 
n"gle&ed and deſpiſed it. 

After all the vain Efforts of Phyſicians and 
the power of the whole MateriaMedica, the ſick 
Man gives up the Ghoſt : The Nurſe declares, 
there never died a ſincerer Penitent; the Wife 
is aſſured he is in Heaven; the Undertaker ne- 
ver ſaw a finer Corpſe ; the Vintner has loſt 
one of the beſt of Cuſtomers; the Barber 
one of the beſt of Maſters ; and his jovial Com- 
panians aver, that an honeſter and a merrier Soul 
never went out of the World. This is the ge- 
nuine Character of a modern Chriſtian. 

There 
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There are too many, if they don't fee the 
Judgment of Heaven ready to fall on their Heads 
every Moment, that are never melted, but re- 
main hard-hearted, fecure fleepy Wretches, and 
never care to come out of their L.ethargy. 
And this is the reaſon why many that are cal- 
led Bloods, Souls and Cocks, Fellows that feed 


| high, and partake of all kinds of publick Diver- 


ſions, that have guilty Conſciences, tho* they 
have many ſecret Wiſhes, and ſometimes Reſo- 
lutions to live better, yet they never /queat of 
the mſelves, or cry earneſtly for Mercy, till they 
lie upon their Death-Beds; and then, O the 
Promiſes they ply God with: Try n, O Lord, 


aud reſtore me once more to my Health and Spirits 


again, that I may live to magnify thee, &c, when 


in truth all their Tears and Whinings amount 
to no more than this, that God Almighty will 
= vouchſafe to reſtore them to the uſe of their 
> Bottle, their wicked Companions, and former 
> Debaucheries. 


I have often obſerv'd two or three Streaks 


of Blood raiſed from the Stomach, or a violent 


fir of Coughing excite an extraordinary Fit of 


Piety, and many pious Ejaculations, which have 


gone off again as ſuddenly ; and when the Per- 


lons have recovered their full Spirits, they have 


* ſeem'd aſham'd of what had eſcap'd them; 


they would fain have eaten their Hords, or 
more properly, repented of their Repentance. 


Poor Scepticus, by Doctors quite giv'n o'er, 
Does now his former wicked Lite eplore ; 


Begs Heav'n would ſo much Mercy lend, 

So long protect his Days, | 
That he may only live to mend, 

And rectify his Ways. WWretch 


1.16 
Wretch that! was, cried he, to doubt a Pow'r 
« Whoſe Influence divine I feel each Hour! 
O ſpare me, yet a little Space 
« Pll to my looſe Compeers, 
* Acknowledge thy peculiar Grace, 
And rouze them with my Fears 


Heav*n hears hisPray*r, his dreadful Fate adjourne, 
But ah ! with Health his former Vice returns; 
To his gay Friends of little ſenſe, 
Blames his delirious Brain, 
| Laughs at his former Penitence, 
And makes the Warning vain. 


The common Thief reprieved at the Tree, 

Who robs the very Moment he's ſer free, 

Has ſurely more than thou to plead : 
For ſad Neceſſity | i 

May make him do the wicked Deed, | 
That's Wantonneſs in thee | 
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But, Scepticus, the time again will come, 
WhenPray*rs and Tears ſhall not avert thy doom: 
Then th' added Days ſhall be thy Curſe, 
Thy Soul be crimſon'd o'er, 
And thou all Horrour and Remorſe, 
Shall wiſh thou*dit dy'd before 


The World is a wicked Man's Goal, Luſt his 
Fetters, GOD his Judge, Conſcieuce his Accuſer, the 
Ward his Doom, Death his Executioner, and Fire 
his Torment. | | 

Some People think that God is not ſo terrible 
asindeed he is, nor the Devil ſo black as he ispaint- 
ed, nor that is Hell ſo hot. Holl--n, and ſome 
others of the ſame Stamp, have deſcribed the laſt 


in ſuch faint Colours that they have made it at the 
very 
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very worſt, no more than a Town Bagmo or 
Sweating-placez and have reconciled ſo many to 
it, that they don't ſeem to care how ſoon they 
go thither to be cupp'd and bath'd. q 

The Prophets indeed, preſent God's Wrath as 
a thing intolerable before the Eyes of the Peo- 
ple, that thereby they might ſurpreſs all thoſe 
curſed Conceits of being able to bear it; and 
hence we ſhall have many deſperately conclude, 
they will have their living in Sin, and if they 
periſh, they hope they ſhall be able to bear 
It; it is but a Damning, they think, and hence 
they go on ſecurely. | 
Mien in their firſt deflections from Virtue, 
are a little baſhful and ſhy, out of regard to 
other Folks Opinion, and Tenderneſs of their 
own Honour, they are afraid or aſham'd to 
tranſgreſs plain Rules of Duty ; but in proceſs 
of time this Diſpoſition wears out ; by little 
and little they arrive to that degenerate Cha- 
racter of the Jets, whom the Prophets call im- 
puaent Children, having a Brow of Braſs, and 
Faces harder than Rocks ; ſo that they commit 
Crimes bare- faced, and in broad day, without 
any Maſk, without a Bluſh ; they deſpiſe their 
own Reputation, and defy all Cenſure of others; 
they outface and outbrave the World, till at 
length with prodigious inſolence they come to 
boaſt of their Wickedneſs: A Fellow ſhall wiſh 
God to firike him dead, if he did not corrupt 
ſuch a Man's Wife, or .that he hath not un- 
dergone fo many Salivations : Another calls for 
Damnation, if he did not debauch himſelf with a 
certain number of Bottles at a Midnight Caroul ; 
thus they glory in their ame, as inſtances of bigb 
Spirit and Gallantry. 
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As for the monitory Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, the Tears, and wholeſome Reproofs of 
Friends, with the like Means for reclaiming theſe 
Profligates ſettled on their Lees, are but as guſts 
of Wind bruſhing an old Oak, or as Waves 
daſhing on a Rock, without at all ſhaking or 
ſtirring it, Now when any Perſon is come to 
this pals, it muſt be vaſtly difficult to reduce 
him; to retrieve a deflour*d Modeſty, to quicken 
a jaded Conſcience, to ſupple a callous Heatr, 
ro ſettle a baffled Reaſon, or to rear a dejecte 
Courage. | 

Vice as it grows in Age, ſoit improves in Sta- 
ture and Strength, from a little puny Page, it 
ſoon waxeth a luſty Stripling in the Army; then 
riſes to be a ſturdy Man, and in a little time be- 
comes a maſſy Giant, whom we ſhall ſcarce dare 
to encounter, whom we ſhall hardly be able to 
vanquiſh. 

Old Men are ready to drop of themſelves, 
and young Men are eaſily bruſh'd and ſha- 
ken down ; the former viſibly ſtand upon 
the Brink of Eternity, the latter walk upon 
a bottomleſs Bog, into which they may ſtump 
unawares ; who then can in any wiſe be. ſecure ? 
We are all therefore highly concern'd to ufe our 
Life while we have it; to catch the firſt Oppor- 
runity, leſt all Opportunity forſake us. Man 


knoweth not his time; as the Fiſhes that are taken 


in an evil Net, and as the Birds are caught in 
the Snare; ſo are the Sons of Men ſuar'd in 
an evil time, when it cometh ſuddenly upon 
them. 

The Art of Voluptuouſneſs is ſo improved up- 
on us, that our /tands is no longer proportion'd 
to our Hunger, but our Taſtes; So that the 


Stomach is made merely paſſive in the matter 
of 


— 
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of Eating; and ſerves only to receive thoſe Loads 
we charge it with. With ſtudied Mixtures we force 
our relucting Appetites, and raiſe them up, that 
we may have the Pleaſure to lay them again : 
thus unworthily treacherous are we to Nature, 
which while we pretend to relieve, we oppreſs. 
Among the Great, every thing is inſtpid that 
is not manufactured by a foreign Cook, whoſe 
Wages, and Waſte of wholeſome Proviſions fer 
Soups and Ragouſts, in the ſpace of one year, 
would be an Exhibition for one Hundred poor 
Families in Spittlefields and Soho. 

And that we may not be charged with partial 
Intemperance, we go not leſs in that of Drink, 
wherein we are ſo nice and critical, that it is be- 
come a Science to judge of Wines : But how great 
ſoever our Curioſity be, *tis certain our Exceſs 
is greater. How unhappily predominant this 
Vice is, the loweſt Capacity may eaſily judge. 
Sobriety is a reproachful thing, ſuch as even 
thoſe who value it dare not own. It may be juſtly 
ſaid of this Kingdom, that the one half of the 
People are Publicans and Sinners, there being 
more Taverns and Tipling-houſes than in all the 
Cities of the World beſides ; nor is it leſs amazing, 
to ſee with what Greedineſs the People pour 
down adulterated Vines, and other ſophiſticated 


Liquors, and conſume abundance of their Time 


and Subſtance, 
It is undoubtedly a very great Error to per- 
mit this Scandal, and ſuffer ſo many of. theſe 
Brothels, thoſe viperous Blood-ſuckers, Pro- 
moters of Debauchery and Intemperance, who 
tatten on the vital Blood of honeſt but unwary, 
thoughtleſs People. So is it a fad Indica- 
tion of national Impiety, a fatal. Symptom, 
D 2 | that 
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that we have near fill'd up the Meaſure of our 
Iniquities. | 

We are not only over-run with foreign Cooks 
and Fines, but likewiſe with Exotick Tutors and 
Divines. French Miniſters have brought Apo- 
ſtacy into faſhion, and oftentimes ratfed a Spirit 
of Faction in Britain, as well as in France; 
they thruſt themſelves into Ecclæſiaſtical Bene - 
fices, and govern the Children of the Nobi- 
Iny. Miſs muſt go to the French Chapel, to im- 
prove in the Language rather than divine Know- 
ledge; tho' one Fongue is certainly enough 
for any Woman. We hate the Nation, yet cannot 


live without the Natives. They ſcrew and cringe 


themſelves inro the beſt Families, and engrofs 


both Places of Truſt and Profit, ſo that their 
| Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour; for they enjoy 


here more Plenty than they durſt have expected 
at home; wherefore we may charitably con- 


dclude, that the Noaſt- Beef, as well as the Religion of 


Old England, has driven ſuch Flocks of them. 
hither. Who can reconcile this Conduct to 
our Clamours ? Who wilt not think we rail in 
jeſt, when we thus careſs in earneſt, and that 
our Hearts are French as well as our Clothes ? 
Their Religion is Puritan, thrice refined; their 
Z:alhas more Heat than Light, and more Peeviſh- 
neſs than Charity, A fine Opera-bred Lady, 
thoroughly Frenchified, being once prevailed on 
to viſit herown Pariſh, Church, in the Liberty of 
Weſtminſter, was brought to confeſs, that tho' 
Pierrot touch her Eye, as Furinello had done 
her Ear, yet S—— had peirced her Heart. 
To take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and 
to bring their foaring Thoughts a. point 
lower, Þ would deſire them to take a turn 
trom- the Church into the Charnel-Houſe, and 


try 
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try whether they can diſtinguiſh the Scull 
of a Dutcheſs from that of a S:rvant Wench ; 
whether the Afhes of a rich Veſtry- Man are bet- 
ter qualify'd than thoſe of a poor Vagrant. To 
ſce the Pride of a Town-Toaft ram'd by a Con- 
ſumption, one that rated herſelf not by the 
Pound, but like Diamonds by the Carat, and 
was ſo extravagantly fond of herſelf, that ſhe 
fancied her Body a compound of the fifth Ele- 
ment, all Celeſtial, without Drofs or Matter, 
to ſee her now conſume by Inches, and loſe her 
Blood by Drops: This Death-bed Figure is 
certainly an humbling, tho' a moſt inſtructive 
Sight; and would Curioficy lead Ladies ſome- 
times within proſpect of ſuch Scenes, the Price 
of Female Perfections might fall. For in fine, 
to ſit in ſo black a Cloud, to withdraw with 
Convulſions, to go off with Deformity, and like 
a Candle, to vaniſh in Stench, is a mortify ing 
Rebuke to the Dignity of Human Nature. 

What the World calls well. red Women are 
generally fo over-charg'd with Preſumption and 
Self- love, that they believe themſelves Miſtreſ- 
ſes of all thoſe Perfections, brain- ſick Lovers, 
or fawning Sycophants are pleas'd to aſſign em; 
and ſometimes miſtake a plain Satyr for a Pane- 
gyrick, and grow big of Conceit with being 
lampoon'd. But tho” a Lady ſhould be grac'd 
with the Hair of Aurora, with the Eyes of 
Venus, the Majeſty of Juno, and the Feet of 
Thetis, (to ſpeak in the poetick Jargon ;) Alas! 
what is all this but Vanity and Impoſture, but 
Mire glaz'd over with Snow, but an Idol of 
Fools,, or a Flower that opens and fades, that 
exhales Perfumes and Stench the ſame Day? 
What Language can reach the Extravagance of 
thoſe who rate themſelves upon ſo inconſiderable 


Ne 
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dvantages ? They are diſtemper'd beyond all 

unacy of the Mad-houſe, and ſhould be tied 
up to Diet, and confin'd to Darkneſs and Diſ- 
eipline. 8 * : 

Hypocriſy and Diftimulatipn are always un- 
creditable, but in Matters of Religion mon- 
trous ta a Sacrilege. How many are found 
Saint without and Fiend within? Who cloath 
Vice with the Robes of Virtue, and ſo walk in 


2 Road to Hell, while they pretend to march 


for Heaven, We had a Lady about three Years 
ago, who ſet up for a Saint of the firſt Magni- 
tude, but ſhe built all her Piety upon Hypocri— 
fy. She took her Plan from the Phariſees, and 
modell'd her Conduct by their Practice. She 
was a moſt rigid Preſbyterian, firſt fram'd by 
Burgeſs, and then poliſh'd on Bridges Anvil. 
She had the Turn of the Eye in perfection. and 
topp'd the Twang of the Predeftinate. Nay, 
fome fay, ſhe could wind a Church of England 
Lady, or a Papiſt, a Mile at leaſt, She pray*'d 
in De- ſol. re, and would now and then groan the 
Family into a quartan Ague : And what 1s 
ſtrange, this holy Impulſe feldom came upon 
her but in Company; and ſhe conſtantly read 
Scripture at the Window, and continually harp- 
ed upon the Paptiſt's Exhortation to the Jews, and 
figh'd out repent, repent, Now all this Grimace 
run upon Intereſt. She made Loans of large 
Sums of Money, to the amount, as ſome ſay, of 
between 20 and 30,000 J. at 6/. per Cent. which, 
together with the Reputation of her Saintſhip, 
brought ſuch Crowds of Votaries to her with 
their Money, that ſhe could ſcarce receive it faſt 
enough; and ſome were ſo ſtupid, as to take no 
other than her verbal Promiſe for a Security. 
In this manner ſhe went on for a conſiderable 

| | | time, 
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time, prey ing upon her moſt intimate Friends 
and Acquaintance, many of whom were forc'd 
with even Tears to entreat her to take the 
Charge of their Fortunes under her Protection. 
It pleas'd God to call this modern Chriſtian off 
the Stage, when her Affairs were in ſuch a State 
of Inſolvency, as ſurpriz'd the whole Town, and 
her Executors were involv'd in great Difficulties 
in the Courts of Law and Zquiy. | 
It is obſerv'd that when an openly wicked 
Perſon does affect to gain Credit in Heaven, he 
generally forfeits his Reputation upon Earth. 
A Man who has plaid the Dl with him- 
ſelf and every one elſe, and cannot go any far- 
ther in his Wickedneſs, and only acknowledges 
his Errors when he feels the Puniſhment of his 
Crimes: I ſay, when ſuch a Face appears on a 
ſudden among a Congregation of Chriſtians at 
Divine Worſhip, it gives an Alarm to the whole 
Pariſh, ſo that his Devotion may perchance 
prove his Deſtruction, for his Converſion is 
whiſper'd as News every where, and by ſhrewd 
People is taken as a ſtrong Symptom of a Bank- 
rupt Diſeaſe. They ſmoak a Snake in the Graſs, 
and act either offenſively or defenſively againſt 
him. If this Shew of Conviction and Repen- 
tance were real, and with a View, according to 
the Prophet, 10 ſave his Soul alive, ſomething 
might be ſaid ; but when it is contriv'd perhaps 
to fave only his Goods and Chattels from Exe- 
cution, and his Converſion ſhall laſt no longer 
than he can ſettle a Compoſition with his Cre- 
ditors; People that know the World ought not to 
be blam'd for being on their Guard againſt ſuck 
a practical Sinner. 
Our Saviour commands us to keep. our Piety 
to our ſelves, and to confine it to Darkneſs and 
Secrecy. 
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Secrecy. However, we muſt not omit a good 
Deed out of an Apprehenſion of being diſcover- 
ed. This would be to ſtretch Caution too far, 
and fo keep up to one Precept by the Breach of 
another, For though in one Place he recom- 
mends Privacy, in another he orders us to be 
vertuous in publick for Edification. Let our 
Actions be publick; but let our Intentions be ſc- 
cret; that at once we may edify our Neigh- 
bour by our Example, and by our Intention to 
pleaſe God alone, wiſh it were private. 

So many go over to Vice, and ſo heartily car- 
ry on its Intereſts, it's neceſſary for the Friends 
of Virtue to make ſome Provifion againſt the 


Aſſaults of ſo prevailing a Party. Now who are 


more proper to raiſe Virtue, and humble Vice, 


than Ladies of ry They are expoſed to 


the View of the Vulgar, and receive Homage 
and Incenſe like the old Female Deities, from 
their Inferiors : They are ape'd by the Sex of a 
lower Rate; their Airs, Mien, Geſtures, and 
Carriage afe copied by Citizens Wives and 
Daughters, and theſe Pretenders to Politeneſs 
glory in the very Follies of a Lady. And if 
once Virtue be faſhionable among Ladies, it 
may in time be alamode among the Gentlemen 
alſo ; for with theſe, their Approbation is a kind 
of Law almoſt as inviolable as thoſe of the Medes 
and Perſians: And Men will rather ſuffer a 
Reſtraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than 

rchaſe a petty Satisfaction at the rate of a 
Lady's Diſpleaſure. Thus becauſe Women have 
an Averſion to a tempeſtuous Converſation, and 
ſtart almoſt as much at a round Oath as at the 
Dun of a Mercer; no Man of Breeding will any 
more ſwear than duel in their Preſence. Now 
if a Principle of Civility can bridle one Vice, 
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why can't it Glence another? Thus a Lady might 
become an Apoſtle, without the Labour of 
reaching; for Example moves more than Ho- 
mily, tho? it be leſs clamorous. 4 
The inſupportable Neglect of ſome Parents in 
mak ing no difference between the Foot- Boys 
and their Children, but that they careſs'd thoſe, 
and eternally tormented theſe; they herd with 
the Stable and the Kitchen, and have their Edu- 
cation from both. If ever they are ſent to 
ſchool, 'tis only to rid the Houſe, not for their 
Inſtruction, Nor can one behold with Patience 
the Fondneſs of others. I have ſeen: young 
Maſter often play the Lion in the Family, and 
his tender Mother applaud and be raviſh'd with 

his Inſolence, like the Romans in Senecas Days. 
She would embrace the Spark, when ſhe ſhould 
have chid him, nay, and kiſs him for thoſe very 
Things ſhe ſhould have whipt him. To croſs the 
Child, is to ſtab the Mother ; and if he whim- 
pers, ſhe cries in good earneſt ; his Paſſions grow 
upon him with Age, and a fooliſh Indulgence 
emboldens *&m ; he aſks what he pleaſes, and ob- 
tains what he demands; a Refuſal ſets him on 
fire, and then my young Jupiter begins to thun- 
der: My Lady trembles at the Tempeſt ſne has 
raiſed; and inſtead of laying it by a ſober Cor- 
rection, ſhe fooliſnly augments it by a thouſand 
Careſſes: He is coached to Company, Balls, and 
Play-houſes, and muſt be a Spectator of his 
Mamma's Vanities and Follies, to learn 'em. 
It has been reported of a young Lady who was 
ſo far indulg'd in every extravagant Humour 
that ſhe burnt, broke, and tore all kinds of 
valuable Furniture without the leaſt Check or 
Controul, and that ſeveral of her Servants had 
been diſmifs'd for not 8 aiding and aſſiſting 
to 


— cow” 
_ * s 9 
—_—— — —_ 


622 


— MN a 
EET ITY” INOS EE Rennes _ 
þ PI * n ac I S% 4s - Ws . 
2 
; 5 


* * 
3 


* 2 — _ 


26 
to her in demoliſhng a large Pier-Glaſs, or a 
fine Pile of China, when the Infant's tender Years 
would not permit her to do it without Help. 
It has been likewiſe ſaid, ſhe at length grew to 
ſuch a pitch of Extravagancy that Miſs's Maids 
dare not ſuffer her to appear in fight of the 
Moon, leſt ſhe ſhould cry and tear for the 
Poſſeſſion of that Luminary. 

The Multitude will hardly believe the exceſ- 
five Force of Education, and in the Difference of 
Modeſty between Men and Women, aſcribe that 
to Nature what is altogether owing to early In- 
ſtruction. Miſs is ſcarce three Years old but 
ſhe's ſpoke to every Day to hide her Leg, and 
rebuked in good earneſt if ſhe ſhews it ; whilſt 


. Little Maſter at the ſame Age is told to take up his 


Coats and piſs like a Man becauſe Daddy bids it. 
How often have Children ill educated thrown 
themſelves away in Marriage, ruin'd a fine Eſtate, 
and brought both Father and Mother with Griet 
and Chagrin to the Grave ? 

Our young Ladies generally ſpeaking are 
brought up, as if God created *em meerly for a 
Seraglio, and that their only Buſineſs was to charm 
a brutiſh Sultan: One would think they had no 
Souls, there is ſuch a Care taken of their Bodies; 
that God had enacted a Salique Law as well as 
the French, and excluded the Sex from the In- 
heritance of Heaven, 

The ſeven years of Infancy, are ſpent mere- 
ly in the Entertainment of Senſe, they are yet 
ſuppoſed unfit for inſtruction; and ſo their lic 
tle Paſſions ſprout up without check. But un- 
der Favour, tho” in an Age fo tender, Chil- 
dren cannot be diſciplin'd by Reaſon, they may 
by Senſe : For I cannot ſee why their Paſſions 
are not in a Capacity of being moderated ſo ſoon 

| as 
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| as they are in a condition of being excited ; for tho' 
4 they are not ripe for Precept, they are for Fear, 
Menace, and Careſſes; and thus we oftentimes 
ſee the Nurſe frowns and fawns the molt forward 
Infants into Good Humour. Some Reſtraint 
4 ſhould therefore be put upon their diſorderly 
| Propenſions, even in their Non-age ; for if 
'3 you ſuppoſe a Child to be a Brute at Seven, 
and treat him merely as ſuch, in all Probabi- 
lity, you will make him continue ſo till Ten, 
But alas! this timely Care is quite fargot ; 
little Miſs, like, Mamma's Lap-dog, is careſs'd 
till ſhe is fit for nothing elſe, but to play or 
fleep. 

So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs 
is led into the Dreſſing-Room ; ſhe is taught the 
great Myſtery of the Glaſs, and all the im- 
portant Secrets of the Toilet; which Waſh 
cleares the Complexion, which conſerves, and 
which repairs it, Theſe are neceſſary Prole- 
gomena's to the Science, A Man may as well 
be a perfect Mathematician without the know- 
ledge of an Angle or a Circle, as a Lady can 
be a Graduate in the Philoſophy of the Dreſſing- 
Room without thefe Poſtulatums. 

For Beauty being the chief Object of a La- 
dy's care, ſhe muſt help Nature with Art, 
and poliſh the Work of the Omnipotent with 
Spaniſb Wool; ſhe muſt fence againft the Aſſaults 
of Heats, the Excurſions of Pimples, and the 
dangerous inroads of that mortal Enemy to 
Beauty, the Small-Pox. She muſt in ſhort ex- 
poſe her Life to fave her Complexion. And 

then to Mould her Shape to the Counteſs of 
Standard, what Pains does the Mother take on 
one fide, and what a Martyrdom does the Child 
undergo on the other ? Her Feet are condem- 
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6 | 
ned to the Scotch Boot, and her Body to the |} 
Torment of the Preſs, She is penn'd up in I- 
ron, and is forced to trail her Perſon. Beſides, 
the poor Creature is put to a ſhort Allow- Þ| 
ance of cold Water, or tied up to a Pittance : 
of Barley-Broth, and muſt keep a continual 
Lent, in ſpight of our Statute-Book. One 
would think Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, 
and Faſting the topping Quality of a young 
Lady ; her Mother will not ſuffer her to grow 
up to her Joints, nor to have all the Fleſh 
and Bones that God deſigned her. And thus 
ſhe is racked without and within, for the Satiſ- 
faction of Madam, and the whole Body is ſacri- 

ficed for Shape and Colour. 

And now Miſs leaves the Nurſery for the 
Guitarr, or the Virginals, and when ſhe has 
maſtered a Minuet and an Air; and when 
ſhe can practice a Brace of Grimaces, and waves 
the Fan, good God how Mamma titters ; ſhe 
is now fledged for the World, and ſets out for 
Company. But ſhe muſt beware of Reſer- 
vedneſs, and fence againſt a Bluſh; for theſe 
are Country Vices, Symptoms of Ruſticity, 
Crimes againſt Breeding, and the Freedom of 
the Town, She is therefore taught a qualifying 
Embelliſhment, called in the polite Dialect, 
Aſſurance, in the Chriſtian Confidence ; and thus 
ſhe mortgages Modeſty for Behaviour, and al- 
moſt robs the Woman to equip the Lady, 

In the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſ- 
ſions get a head, Temptations follow with- 
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out number, Deſires without bridle, and Vani- 
| e check. She is a Stranger to the 
Doctrine of Self abnegation, and unpractiſed in 
. the Methods of Reſiſtance: She knows not 


what it means to baulk Appetite, nor to ſub- 
due 
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due Senſe to Reaſon. She has been ſet up by 
the Mother for a little Goddeſs, and the Fa- 
mily adores her like a houſhold Divinity. The 
Frowns of this little Creature raiſe Storms, and 
her Smiles, fair Weather; you muſt no more 
croſs her, than offend thoſe Stars that in the Pa- 
gan Theology, rained Tempeſts on the Heads 
of thoſe who diſdain'd to ſalute them. 

Beſides, Miſs is not only miſ-led by the 
fawning of the Mather, but too often poiſon'd 
by the example of the Maid, It Sarah has a 
Gallant, ſhe is the Repoſitory of her Secrets, ſhe 
enters into the Intrigue, and is inform'd of the rife 
and progreſs of the Adventure. Her Apartment 
is the place of Aſſignation, and Rendevouz, 
and by Conſequence ſhe is Witneſs of all thoſe 
Follies that wait on Love, between Perſons whoſe 
Paſſion is greater than their Conſcience ; ſuch 
Spectacles ſtain the Imagination of Children, 
they carve Devils in the Brains of thoſe yet inno- 
cent Angels; and tho? at preſent they make no 
great Impreſſion, they will in time cut out work 
not only for her young Ladyſhip, but for Fudges, 
Juries, and Civil Lawyers. They will awake 
the Fury of Love, and throw Fuel to this fier 
Paſſion ; for ſuch Sights, like the Indian Poiſons, 
work ſome years after they are taken. The 
Memories of Youth are extremely tenacious, 
and if they are ſullied with an indecent Object, 
will recollect it, till at laſt they tranſcribe ir, 

Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair 
a Progreſs in the — of the World, ſhe 
is a meer Ignoramus in the School of Heaven; 
Heid—gg-—r and H-nd--!, are her Deities: 
Queltion her about Religion, ſhe is a Stranger 
to the Language. One would think ſhe had 
dropt from the Moon, or had been train'd up 
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at Gibraltar: She can ſcarce diſtinguiſh a Church 
from a Theatre, and knows no more of the 
Goſpel, than a Mar/ha?'s Court Attorney. And 
indecd, poor Creature! how ſhould ſhe be in- 
ſtructed, but by immediate Revelation? The 
Credenda of Chriſtianity are not infuſed by Na- 
ture, and the Agenda too in great part canvey*d 
to us by the Senſes. Now who takes care 
to inſti] theſe Principles into young Ladies? The 
Mother has too much Work upon her Hands 
to undertake a new Employment, the Office of 
Catechiſt is below her Level, 'tis too pedantick 
and ſerious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, 
and doats on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, ſhe 
fancies her Obligation only reaches the Body, 
that the Soul lies out of her Juriſdiction ; that 
if ſhe fits the Child for a Belle Aſemblis and 
the Opera, ſhe diſcharges the Duty of a Mother. 
Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important 
Point of Education, will her Chamber-maid re- 
member it? If the Mother, like the Oſtrich, a- 
bandons her Young, and flies into the Wilder- 
neſs, will her Maid be more careful? Alas ! 
perhaps ſhe is as little vers'd in the Catechiſm 
as Miſs, and knows no more from whence ſhe 
came, or for what End ſhe was placed in the 
World, than Betty Carelzs: And altho* ſhe 
were able to inſtruct, there is no depending 
on her Will ; Servants are mercenary, they have 
an Eye on their own Advantage, they drudge 
for their own Intereſt, not their Miſtreſſes; and 
by conſequence to wind themſelves into their 
Favour, they entertain them rather with things 
that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit, They 
are in fine a Race of inſolent Huſſies, that baſk in 
the Sunſhine of Eaſe and Wantonneſs, and cannot 
live without the Heat of their Ladies 1 
| There- 
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Therefore what can be expected from a young 
Creature brought up in Sloth, Luxury, and Vani- 
ty on the one ſide, and in a total Ignorance of 
Religion on the other? From a Woman furni- 
ſhed already in all the gaudy Amuſements of 
Vanity and Diverſions, and quite a Stranger to 
any future Expectation? Who will bridle Paſ- 
ſion without Reaſon? Or forego a preſent Satiſ- 
faction for the proſpect of a future? To ſport 
down the Stream of Inclination, is pleaſing ; 
but to row againſt the Current, is a very ta- 
tiguing Employment, Now no Man will tug 
at the Oar, without either the hope of a Sa- 
lary, or the Fear of a greater Puniſhment, For 
Pleaſure without Torments in Remainder, is, in 
moſt Men's Opinion, preferable to Virtue with- 
out the Expectation of Reward. Having there- 
fore ſo faint Invitations to Good, ſo powerful, 
ſo bewitching Allurements to Evil, we muſt not 
wonder, if Ladies follow thoſe Impreſſions ; if 
Vanity over-rules Duty, and criminal Amuſe- 
ments run down Morality, Thus equipt, young 
Ladies are aſſigned to Huſbands: They change 
their Subjection, but not their Principles. With 
their Portion they bring all the Extravagancies 
of their Childhood, and ſeldom reſign them, 
but with their laſt Breath. The firſt Education 
ſinks deep, and in time twiſts itſelf with Na- 
ture. You may with the ſame eaſe perſuade a 
General Officer from debauching a young Vir- 
gin he has in his power, as preach an ill-princi- 
pled Girl into a virtuous Woman. 

| The Number of Wives, who like loſt Sheep 
have ſtray*d from their Huſbangs, and are ſeeking 
their Bread in ſome diſtantCountries and parts of 
the Land ; ſhews to how brutiſh an Impudence 
the Sin of criminal Converſation is arrived, We 
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need not trace theſe things into their ſecret 
Receſſes, the Actors themſelves willingly pro- 
claim their Guilt. Nay, dread nothing ſo much 
as the Opinion of being thought innocent. So 
old · fa ſnioned, a Virtue is Modeſty now become, 
that even the Sex to which it was once account- 
ed the greateſt Ornament, have laid it aſide like 
an old Suit of Pinners, Whether this pulling 
down the Fence, be an Indication, they are 
willing to lie Common, I ſhall not take upon me 
to determine, | | 

*Tis probable, that this Yice has been fomen- 
ted by Fulneſs of Bread, and abundance of Iale- 


nei. That our Plenty is very ſubſervient to 


it, appears by the vaſt Expence all our Town- 


Intrigues are managed with. What infinite 


numbers of hands are employ'd, and the Fa- 
milies viſibly ſupported by them, viz. As Mil- 
liners, Mantua-makers, Toywomen, China Shops, 
Chambermaids, Chairmen, Chairwomen, Hack- 
ney- Coachmen, Footmen, Porters, and Vintners, 
&c. &c. &c. 

As for the Remedy which God has aſſign'd, 
it ſerves now only to exaſperate the Diſcaſe. 


Marriage, with too many, only advances Sim- 


ple Fornication to downright Adultery ; thoſe 
facred Bands like Sampſon's Withs, are broke upon 
every Aſſault; and the very Thoughts of being 


confin'd, makes Men more apt to range : 


For *cis not their Neceſſities, but their Fancies 
they are to provide for, and that is ſo bound- 
leſs, that the greateſt Scope of Polygamy would 
never fatisfy it : The ſame quarrel would then lie 
to multiply'd Wives, which now does to fingle; 
I mean, that they were their own ; and how nu- 
merous ſoever their Flock were, it would not 
ſecure their poor Netghbour's only Lamb; eſ- 
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pecially when *tis conſidered, that in this they 
gratify two Vices at once, their Vanity as well 
as their Luſt ; their Pleaſure being generally as 
great in Cucko/ding the Huſband as that of Cor- 

rupting the Wife. | 
CHARITY is that Vertue by which, part of 
that ſincere Love we have for ourſelves is tranſ- 
fer'd pure and unmix'd to others, not ty'd to us 
by the Bonds of Friendſhip or Conſanguinity; 
and even to meer Strangers, who we have no Ob- 
ligation to, nor hope or expect any Thing from. 
If we leſſen any ways this Definition, part of the 
Virtue muſt be loſt. What we do for our Friends 
and Kindred we do partly for our ſelyes : When 
a Man acts in behalf of Nephews and Nieces, and 
ſays they are my Siſter's Children, I do it out of 
Charity ; he deceives you; for if he is capable 
it is expected from him, and he does it partly for 
his awn Sake : If he values the Eſteem of the 
World, and is nice as to Honour and Reputation, 
he is obliged to have a greater regard to them than 
for Strangers, or elſe he muſt ſuffer in his Character. 
The Exerciſe of this Virtue relates either to Opi- 
nion or to Action, and is manifeſted in what we think 
of others, or what we do for them. To be chari- 
table then, in the firſt place, we ought to put 
the beſt Conſtruction on all that others do or ſay, 
that the things are capable of. If a Man raiſcs 
a fine Structure, tho* he has not one Symptom 
of Humility, furniſhes it richly, and lays our 
a good Eſtate in grand Gardens, Canals, Plate, 
and Pictures, &c. we ought not to think he does 
it out of Vanity, but to encourage Artiſts, employ 
Hands, and ſet the Poor to work for the Good 
of his Country. And if a Man ſleeps at Church, 
ſa he does not ſnore, we ought think he ſhuts 
his Eyes to increaſe his Attention, If a Coun- 
* ſellor 


( 34 ) 
ſellor at Law ſhould be catch'd in a Coal-Hole 
with his Foot-Boy, we muſt ſuppoſe, he was 
giving the Lad a private Admonition, rather 
than think he had any wicked Intention. No 
one can rightly judge of the Motives Men may 
have for their Actions. 

The laſt Branch of Charity, conſiſts in giving 
away (whilſt we are alive) what we value our 
ſelves, to ſuch as I have already nam'd; being 
contented to have, and enjoy leſs, than not re- 
lieve thoſe that want, and ſhall be the Objects 
of our Choice. 

There are ſome who are really not ſo hard- 
hearted to the Poor altogether, as they would 
affect to be thought; but commiſerate them in- 
wardly as much as thoſe that give liberally, but 
it is their Pride or Intereſt makes them ſpurn at 
the Wretched, leſt their own Circumſtances 
ſhould be ſuſpected, by their ſympathizing for 
the Sufferings of others. For which Reaſon, that 
Chriftian Phraſe of Poor Devil, 1s ſo frequently 
made uſe of, on naming a Perſon in none of the 
beſt of Circumſtances, and that very often too, by 
thoſe in much worſe themſelves. 

A rich Citizen, who is thoroughly ſelfiſh, and 
would receive the Intereſt of his Money after 
Death, has nothing to do but to defraud his 
Relations, and leave his Eſtate to ſome College 
or Hoſpital : They are the beſt Markets to buy 
Immortality at with little Merit, He will have 
Stories forg'd in his favour (for Biographers are 
never upon Oath) that ſhall be as fabulous as a- 
ny of the moft ridiculous Legends. Ir is deplo- 
rable that the Proud ſhould have ſuch Temptati- 
ons to wrong their lawful Heirs. It buoys him 
up in Sickneſs, relieves him in Pain, and either 
guards him againſt, or keeps from his View 
| all 
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( 35 ) 
all the Terrors of Death, and the moſt diſmal 


Apprehenſions of Futurity. 
Men aim at Happineſs in all their Purſuits, 


- but generally they miſtake the Means. Such a 


Place cries one, ſuch a Poſt ſays another, fits my 
Temper to a hair, put me into that, and I ſhall 
be more happy than a Monarch ; I will for the 
future check my Defires, and forbear Wiſhing. 
Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for- 
feit the Enjoyment of what they have; when 
they deſire eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are 
hair'd by fear. Now a Man may as ſoon be 
eaſy on the Wheel, as happy between theſe two 
Paſſions, If we give way to Nature, we ſpend 
all our time in Pretenſions, and leave not a Mo- 
ment for Enjoyment. Happineſs only begins 
when Wiſhes end; and he that hankers after more, 
enjoys nothing. If our Deſires tower high, we 
ſhall uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe us; 
for when Paſſion becomes clamourous and im- 
portunate, the Whiſpers of Reaſon are either not 
heard or not regarded. He that is bent upon a 
thing, will have it, without boggling at the 
Notions of Right or Wrong, Now to riſe by 
Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation; 
all the Glory, all the Worth of the Univerſe 
will not hold out to the Length of Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs; and ſeeing they are too little to ſa- 
tiate our Deſires, they ſhould not be big enough 
methinks to provoke them. 

The WokLD, by the excellent Contrivance 
of it, which, indeed, is both amazing and ra- 
viſhing, can neither be expreſſed by Tongue, or 
drawn out by Pencil. Tis above Art, and out 
of the Reach of Reaſon, The moſt ſearching 
Genius that ever was, has not been able to diſco- 
ver one Blot in the large Volume of the World, 
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there are no Errata, Nothing ſtept in as a 


rude Eſſay of Skill, and afterwards underwent 
the File or Hammer, but all things continue 
as they were, from tbe Beginning of the Cre- 
ation. 

From this Order and Regularity, 7uly inſers, 
that the World was the Project of a wiſe Agent, 
and brands thoſe with Folly, who dare deny 
a Concluſion ſo clear, ſo evident: Th? Peau- 
ty of the World, and exact Order of the Heavens, 
demonſtrate the Exiſtence of a noble, and e- 
ternal Being, to whom Men owe Eſteem and Ad- 
miration ; nay, he ſticks not to affirm, that the 


Contemplation of the Oeconomy, Harmony, 


and Order of the heavenly Bodies, pur the Mat- 
ter in a Light, that leaves no room for diſpute. 
N hal can be imagined more clear, than that there is a 
moſt wie Being, who direfts and governs the 
Heavens ? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through 
every part of the World, is moſt evident; tor 
it ſuppoſes two things, a Deſign, and Means pro- 
portion'd to acquire it: and where thoſe two are 
found, Wiſdom muſt be admitted. We have 
Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours capable of be- 
ing ſeen. We have Organs fitted up ſor Snell, 
Taſte, and Feeling, and there are Objects able to 
gratify them. Colours, Smells, &c. would be 
uſeleſs, were there no Senſes to receive them; 
and Senſes inſignificant, if there was nothing 
in Nature to play upon them. This reciprocal 
Relation, argues a Deſign, and a choice of 
Means, and who denys it to be the Contri- 
vance of Wiſdom, is but ſlenderly provided with 
that Virtue. | 

The Sun, which is call*d the Father of Nature, 
as the Earth is term'd the Mother, moves a- 
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bout us in ſo juſt a Diſtance, that nothing could 
place it ſo conveniently, but his Wiſdom who 
aſſign'd its Taſk. Were it more remote, the 
Earth would congeal; did it approach, we ſhould 
be parch'd with Heat, and fall into Alhes : Bur 
now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light, and the 
Earth the Effects of its inlivening Influence ; it 
impregnates the Womb of Nature with its Rays, 
and attacks Vapours, to pour them down in 
Dews and Showers, that retreſh the Fields, en- 
liven Flowers, and bring with them Plenty and 
Abundance ; and at the ſame time returns thoſe 
Waters to the Rivers, and Sea, of whom it bor- 
row'd them; and ſo as it were exerciſes at once 
an Act of Liberality and Fuſtice. 

But then all thole delicious Fruits that charm 
the Eye and pleaſe the Palate, would rather be 
admirable than uſeful, did they not turn into the 
Subſtance of Animals ; and thoſe like Tantalus 
would periſh of Hunger in the Arms of Plenty, 
had they no Inſtinct to feed on them. But a- 
gain, had every Creature an Inclination to the 
ſame Focd, one would ſtarve the other : Nature 
would be at a Nonplus for Proviſions, her Gra- 
naries would be exhauſted, her Stock drain'd, 
and then Mortality would follow : But now ſhe 
keeps open table for all her Children, ſhe main- 
tains them at her own Expences ; and though 
they neither reap nor fow, they are rather over- 
whelm'd with Plenty than preſs'd with Neceſſi- 
ty. Beſides, had not the Male an Inclination for 
the Female, the Species would he at an end; 
and this Inclination would not continue them, 
unleſs Propagation were made by it. Had the 
Female no Tenderneſs for her Young, they could 
not hold out a day; yet did not her Teats ſwell 
with Milk, her Tenderneſs could not preſerve 


them: 


o 

_—— 
[ 
Q 


— 


— „ ow. 


um 


— — 


— 


— — 


—— - 
> — — | 
— ———— — 


- 


— — — Æwẽ 
— — — — — 
* 23 - _ 


— —— 


of 
' #6 
” 
: 
| 


(38) 


them; but theſe poor Creatures, forſaken of their 
Dam, would be expoſed to Inſult, were they deſ- 
titute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Courage, or Arms to 
defend, themſelves or annoy the Aggreſſor. Na- 
ture has provided againſt this Inconvenience; 
Flight ſaves ſome, Wiles others, and many diſ- 
ute their Lives; and when they are over-pow- 
er'd, they ſeldom fall without Revenge; they 
handle their Weapons with Art, and fence by 
Rule and Method. 

_ Galen takes notice in his Book de Forma Foetus, 
that in human Bodies there are above 600 Muſ- 
cles; and that every one at leaſt requires ten 
Qualifications : So that about thefe ſmall Parts 
alone, no leſs than booo Ends are to be attended 
to. There are 284 Bones, and each has above 
torty Ends, in all 10000; and a Failure in any 
one of theſe would cauſe a great Irregularity in 

the Body, and in many Death and Deſtruction. 
Not to dilate farther on this Proof, I appeal 
now whether thefe ſtrange and admirable Con- 
trivances, theſe natural Tendencies to one Point, 
and withal theſe Means ſo proportionable, do 
not cry out, ip/e fecit nos, & non ipſe nos? We 
are neither the Work of blind Chance, nor the 
Product of fatat Neceſſity, but of an infinite 
Power and Wiſdom. We cannot caſt an Eye 
upon a rough Landfkip, but the very Sight of 
it leads us to a Painter: And if a Tree or Animal 
in Ef gie conducts us naturally to a Hand that 
drew them, and to Wiſdom that contriv*d them ; 
can theſe living Originals be father'd on Hazard 
or Neceſſity? Indeed our Underſtandings are 
poor and unfurniſnh'd, they come into the World 
misſhaped, and muſt be poliſh'd by Study, be- 
fore they can give a tolerable Account of the 
moſt obvious Trifles; and yet when this is done, 
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we cannot rely on their Intelligence, for they 
have but few Principles to ſteer by; the Groſs of 
our Knowledge is made of Illations, which ate 
beaten out with great Labour and Attention; 
and when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth at 
a diſtance, the Mind is puzzled at the View of 
ſome emerging Circumſtances ; which makes us 
forget or miſtake the Connexion of rhe Conſe- 


quence with the Premiſes, and then our Labbur 


is rewarded with Error. 

As to Publick Spirit in Religion, It is certain, 
that while Popery prevailed in this Nation, the 
Clergy were poſſeſſed of it in the moſt eminent 
Degree, if their own Words might be taken. It 
was they who laid out themſelves for their Flock. 
It was they who impriſon'd themſelves in Mo- 
naſteries, that by Contemplation they might be 
able to edify others. And it was they who held 
out to the Laity the good Things of the other 
World, receiving, as a poor Reward from them, 
a Part, and a very ample Part, of the good 
Things of this. Theſe Pretences went down for 
many Centuries, at leaſt with the Multitude; 
but at laſt they began to be generally diſbe. 
lieved, when they were repeated and-declaimed 
on with more Vehemency than ever. The great 
Power and vaſt Revenues of Churchmen, the ap- 
parent Luxury in Religious Houſes, the open 
Contempt of Morality, viſible in the Behaviour 
of Prieſts, open'd the Eyes of the People to 
Day-light, and their Ears to Truth. They 
could be then no more impoſed on, but loudly 
branded with the Epithets of ſelf-interefted, de- 
vouring Wolves, thoſe who till affected to call 
themſelves Paſtors, kind and beneficent, ready 
to lay down their Lives for the Sheep. 
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The Proteſtant Religion came in on Principles 
of Publick Spirit ; it reſcued Chriſtianity from 
the Tyranny of Prieſts, and ſhook off thoſe Ab- 
ſurdities which from Views of private Intereſt 
had been brought into the Church. But did 
Things long continue in this State ? No. Men 
ſoured with want of Preferment, endeavoured to 
prefer themſelves by advancing popular Points, 
which they gloſſed with Pretences of Publick 
Spirit, and moſt obſtinately diſturb'd the Pub- 
lick Peace, about Things which little regarded 


the Publick, Some time after the Clergy of the 


Eſtabliſhed Church began (with mighty Preten- 
ces too to Publick Spirit) an Attack on the Fre:- 


dom of the Laity, and ſet up high Demands as 


to Spiritual Dominion. By the help of various 


Accidents, and eſpecially by getting the better 


of the Reaſon of their Lay-Diſciples, they eſ- 
tected their Ends, and thereby deſtray'd tbemſelves. 
For their Enemies laying hold of this Opportu- 
nity, ſo effectually expaſed their narrow Views, 
their tyrannical Conduct, and their departure 
from Proteſtant Principles z that while theſe pur- 


ſued them eagerly, their Friends (who ſaw they 


were deceived) defended them but coldly, and fo 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church was overturned. 

When the Enemies of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
had thus compaſſed their Ends, they immediate- 
ly diſcover'd of what Stamp their Publick Spirit 
was, by ſetting up for as abſolute a Dominion as 
had been claim'd by the Church, and affecting to 
exerciſe that very Rule, which they had condem- 
ned, This gave occaſion to the diftrefled Church 
to manifeſt true Publick Spirit; and the cele- 
brated Dr. Taylor wrote ſo excellently in Defence 
of Moderation and Chriſtian Liberty, that the 
Majority of the Nation were quickly reconciled 

to 
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to the Eſtabliſhed Church, which, in Conſe- 


quenc: thereof, again took Place. It is not my 
Deſign to abridge our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory far- 
ther than as it ſerves to illuſtrate the Point I am 
endeavouring to explain. What I have ſaid, is 
ſufficient to ſhew that great Pretences have 
been made to Publick Spirit on all Sides, and 
on all Sides ſerv'd only to cover Selaſh 
Views; which, in the end, have done what 
they will always do, totally ruined what it was 
thought they would ſupport, I preſume there- 
fore I may conclude, that Publick Spirit in the 
Church ought ro be well examined, whenever 
it is pretended to be for the Safety of the 
Church, 

It may be ſaid, that all theſe Fears ought 
now to be removed; but I cannot allow this, 
becauſe while I ſee the Cauſes remain, I cannot 
ſuppoſe the Effects, tho? they may vary, will 
entirely ceaſe. A young Fellow is ſent ro the 
Univerſity to acquire the Requiſites for taking 
Orders. He is no ſooner ordain'd, than he comes 
up to Town; immediately catches the Itch of 
Preferment, or, in other Words, the Deſire of 
living in Pomp and Splendor, rather than be 
chain'd down to Parochial Duty, which he looks 
on as a painful Life, and a moderate Subſiſtance; 
and, compared with theſe ſhining Scenes, down- 
right Penury. To attain theſe he looks out a 
Patron, and Camelion like, his Principles re- 
ceiving Colour from thoſe of him who is to re- 
ward them, our young Orator, full of Publick 
Spirit, begins with a Sermon or two in the Style 
of the Party, and becomes immediately a riſing 
Genius in Polemic Divinity. An Age replete 
with theſe ſanctified Declaimers, may very poſ- 
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(42) 
in the Art of Living; a Field, though it looks 
green while Fallow, is yet nevertheleſs uſcleſs; 
nor can that Church ever be ſaid to flouriſh, 
which bears no better Crop than Weeds. In 
ſuch a Situation, if it ſhould come into the 
Heads of Chriſtian Prieſts to run directly coun- 
ter to their Predeceſſors, and, inſtead of Zeal, 
to recommend Calmneſs, I had like to have ſaid 
Coldneſs in Religion, to. diſcountenance ſtudy- 
ing the Scriptures, and to. reſolve all Things in- 
to living like Men of Honour ; we ought not 
immediately to ſuppoſe this Publick Spirit, but 
rather to examine whether they had not ſome 


Reaſons of a private Nature for putting off this 


Doctrine to the Publick, 
It is a great Pity that Men know not to what 


End they are born into the World, till they are 


ready to go out of it. There is no greater Ar- 
ument of an ignorant and inconſiderate Mind, 
i to droll upon Matters of Religion; for this 
is to ſport with Life and Death, and to make a 
Jeſt of one's own Deſtruction. About the Hour 
of Midnight, when People are pretty much ele- 
vated over their Bottle, we find the Subject of 
Converſation generally turns either upon Religion 
or Bawdy. The Contents of Religion are aw- 
ful and of infinite Importance, and ' tis the Part 
of a wiſe Man to. examine them ſeriouſly and 
ſcverely; but to abuſe them with bold and pro- 
phane Jeſts, renders not Religion ridiculous, but 
the Buffoon who trifles and ſports with his own 
Life : So that if che Principles of Religion can be 
thought to be doubtful, they ought however to 
he examined with an awful Fear and Regard ; be- 
cauſethey concern us ſonearly, and ſo importantly. 
here are many who. carry the Mark of Re- 
probation in their very:Countenances z dbeif! flinty 
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Hearts and ſeet*d Conſciences being plain enough 
in their Faces; they perſevere in their Rebellion 
to their laſt Moments, and dying without any 
good Works, Cc. A Nes - paper for about a 
couple of Shillings makes excellent Chriſtians of 
'em; they are canoniz'd upon Church- Walls for 
Saints, and fo for a trifling Expence their virtuous 
Aclions are handed to down Poſterity : And tis to 
be feared that many a Body is lurking under a 
fair Monument, when the Soul is burning in 
Hell-Flames, A late famous Engineer, whoſe ſur- 
viving Relations having beſtowed a moſt fulſome 
monumental Character on him, an unknown 
Hand ſubjoin'd the Following to the 3 
viz. He is in greater Probability gone to that Place, 
there only his Fireworks can be exceeded. 

Every one has a ſufficient Teſtimony of the 
Truth of the great Do#rines of Religion within his 
own Breaſt, in that his own Mind pre-judges and 
threatens him, when he treſpaſles againſt them; 
as it alſo cheers and careſſes him when he lives 
according to them. There is ſome great Reaſon 
not yet well underſtood ; Why Men enjoy their 
Pleafure with Fear? Why moſt Men's Death is a 
Repentance of Life? Why no Man is contented | 
in this Life? Why Men have infinite Wiſhes ? 
And whether thoſe that dream when they are 
a-ſleep ſhall not live when they ate dead. 

The Being of God, and the Immortality of 
the Soul of Man, are Things\known by the 
Light of Nature; and tho? the latter is not ſo 
generally known as the former, yet the moſt ſo- 
ber and learned foreign Heathens have earneſtly 
contended for it : Nay, the moſt Degenerate of 
our common Mob acknowledge a God; and as 
| have already mention'd, every one is ready to 
confeſs it in any caſe of 8 For in _ 
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644 
of Danger, they cry, God help them; and in caſe 
of Injury, they ſay, God ſees my Wrongs, and 
knows my Iunnocency: Even an honeſt Porter will 
not care to part with his Friend, but he cries, 
God bleſs ye, or God ſave ye. 

If the Arguments for and againſt the Being of 
a God were equal, and it were an even Qheſtion, 
whether there was one or not; yet the Hazard 
and Danger is ſo infinitely uncqual, that in point 
of common Prudence every one is bound to ſtick 
to the /afz/} Side of the Queſtion, and to make 
that his Hypotheſis to live by. For he that is 
a thoroughly prudent Man will be provided for 
all Events, and will take care to ſecure the main 
Chance, whatever happens, But the Atheiſt, in 


caſe Things ſhould fall out contrary to his O- 


pinion and Expectation, has made no Proviſion 
in this Caſe: If contrary to his Confidence, it 
ſhould prove in the Iſſue that there is a God, the 
Man is loſt and undone for ever, 

If the Atheiſt when he dies, finds that his Soul 
has only quitted its Lodging, and remains after 
the Body ; what a Surprize will it be to find him- 
ſelf among a World of Spirits, enter'd on an e- 
verlaſting and unchangeable State, for which he 
had no regard and made no Proviſion ? 

Pyrrbo was one of the moſt abſolute Sceptics 
that ever was; for he many times ran the Ha- 
zard of his Life by diſbelieving his Senſes ; and 
he certainly would have Joſt it by his fooliſh Prin- 
ciples, but that ſome of his Friends conſtantly at- 
rended him, to kezp him out of harm's way: Yet 
after all, he could not eraze the Notion of a fu- 
ture Life out of his Mind, but would often re- 
peat that Saying of Euripides, Who knows but 
tbat our Death may be a Birth into à more oy 466d 
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State of Life, in compariſon with which, our pre- 


ſent Life may be call'd a Sort of Death. 


If we conſult allthe ancient and modern Writers, 
who treat of the Diſpoſitions and Manners of 


Men, in the various times and parts of the World, 


we ſhall find all the learned, ſerious and ſober 
po of Mankind. agreed. in this, viz. That the 


Netion of God and Religion, is tbe firſt Shi ng written 


in ibe Minds of Men, and the laſt blotted out: And 


that, if you take away the Belief of the Being, 


and Providence of God, you. will. at. the ſame 
time deſtroy all true Reaſon, Faith, Virtue, Peace 


and Honour; and even all uy and Commerce 


amongſt Men, | 

There is no Nation ſo barbarous, none ſo 
void of Humanity, but they retain ſome ſenſe 
of a Deity. Many have very odd Imaginations 


of God, they have ſunk into very deprayed 
' Notions of the Deity, through their vicious 


Cuſtoms and Manners : But there is no Na- 
tion but own a. Nature, and Power Divine: 
Nor could this ever come to paſs by hu- 
man Contrivance, or Correſpondence; or by 
human Inſtitutions and Laws; it has been 
ſo univerſal, both as to Time and Perſons, 


that it muſt be deem'd a Law of Nature. 


Many People that have neither had Arts, 
Laws, or Letters, yet have had their Gods, 
thinking it unreaſonable that all Men ſhould 
believe, and find a Mind and Reaſon in them- 
ſelves, and yet conceive that there is none in the 
World, Or that there ſhould be ſuch a wiſe 
and exact Order kept up in the whole Scene 
of things in the Heavens, the Earth, and Seas, 
a; yet that there is none to be reverenced 
or it. 
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The famous French Philoſopher, Des Carles. 
hath very zealouſly aſſerted the Being of God, 
and the immortal State of human Souls; and yer 
he is in great Vogue with our -2e-Thinkers ; be- 
cauſe they would fain be of Opinion, that his 
mechanical Hypotbefis gives fo much to the A- 
rury of material Things one upon the other, 
that it leaves little to the Providence of God; 
which being a troubleſome Article of Faith to 
vicious Minds, they would gladly be tid of it 
at any rate, even tho“ it be at the Expence of 
their eternal Decewving and Undoing. But Des 
Cnrtes was too ingenious a Perſon to be thus de- 
Jaded; and therefore, after all the Wit he has 


ſewn in his Diſcourſe, about the merhbarice! 
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Potorr of Matter; he was hot ableto over-look 
the many powerful Demonſtrations of God's 
Being, and Providence in the World, of fo 
much as tb paſs them by in Silence, but in 
his Anſwer to a certain Perſon, he writes thus, 
% conſider Matter, as left to itſelf, and no 
* ways impolled by any thing elſe, as a thin 
perfectly quieſcent: But it is moved an 
* managed by God, who by his Conſerving 
*® Power continues ſuch Motion, and Tranflation 
eto it, as he at firſt granted to it.“ 
So that we muſt here deplore the diſmal De- 
generacy of human Nature, and the deſperate 
Aſcendency of Darkneſs in thoſe unhappy Per- 
fons who gladly follow this Philoſopher, when 
he ſeems to lead them towards Infidelity ; and 
yet moſt diſingenudufly deſert him when he 
would bring them to the Acknowledgment of the 
true God, as Mater and Governovy of the World. 
However Men may for a time do Violence 
to their Reaſon, and Conſcience, ſubduing their 
Underſtanding to their Wills and Appetites ; 
yet 


" # * 
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one that ſacrifices all to them? T 


64 
yet when the Faculties get but a little Liberty 
to examine themſelves and all things about them: 
or are alarm'd by Calamity ar Sickneſs, they feel 


a. ſenſe of the Deity, brought back upon them - 


with greater Force and Power than ever. 

Who can conceive what a vaſt Difference there 
will be, betwixt one that eva himſelf againſt 
God, and one that trembles at his Word? Be- 
twixt one whoſe falſe Honour is fed with. hu- 
man Blood, and one that is ready to adventure 
his own Life to ſave another's? And in ſhort, 
betwixt one that crucifies his fleſhly Luſts, and 

hoſe Perſons 
are ' almoſt infinitely different in their Diſpa- 
ſitions, and Courſe of Life in this preſent 
World, and therefore their Conditions mult be in- 
conceiveably different in that to come. 

Now upon the whole Matter, what can a 


careleſi, debauc hed poor Devil ſay to theſe things? 


Tho” he fturdily bears up at preſent againſt 
theſe Impreſſions, can he think he ſhall be al- 
ways able to brave it out? Can he fancy he 
Mall not, at leaſt in the laſt Hours of his Life, 
condemn himſelf with very diſmal Reflecti- 
ons on the Folly, and terrible farebading of che 
Puniſhment of Sin; as the whole World of ſin- 
ful and unthinking People has done before him? 
And ſurely there cannot be in this Life a more 
diſmal Condition, than for any one to ſee their ſhart 
Life of Sin and Vanity expiring, and their eternal 
State of Horror and Torment commencing. Well 
may we then behald them in cad Sweats, ſnatch- 
ing at the Hands of ſuch as are near them, and 
even rending themſelves. wich piercing Groans 
and Howlings, The Vulture, a miſcrable wicked 
Wretch, who had oppreſſed and ruined many 
Families, by his cruel: Ularies. and Extortions, 
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. 
called out in his delirious Fits, on his Death- bed, 
to know if there were no Recognizances to he 
taken, no Sureties to be given for his Appearance 
at the laſt Day: What Sums was he not ready to 
advance to delay his Diſſolution? And what a 
diſmal thought is ir, that theſe are but the ſmall 
Beginnings of thoſe infinite and unutterable Tor- 
ments, which follow. 

Yet very few will take theſe Cautions in time, 


- whilſt they may prevent the like ruinous Events, 


They light Religion in their Health and Pro- 


ſperity, tho? they cannot but eſteem it in the time 


of Death and Danger. What can we ſay to 
theſe things? but that Madneſs is bound up in 
the Hearts of theſe Men. It would then be utcer- 
ly unaccountable, that any reaſonable Creature 


| ſhould reject the ſweet and excellent Govern- 


ment of God; and obſtinately embrace the Ty- 
rany of the Devil : till at laſt having ſpent their 
Strength and Time in theſe mad Deluſions, and 
having exhauſted the poor and perifhing Plea- 
ſures of Sin, they ſtand trembling in the few 
Minutes that remain betwixt Time and Eternity, 
looking back on what is paſt with piercing 
Regret, and forward on what is to come, 
with horrible Amazement ; till the dark Curtain 
of Death cloſes up the diſmal Scene, and ſtrips 
them of every thing that can be called an En- 
joy ment, and leaves them alone to dwell with 
4 pain'd Conſcience and Divine Vengeance for 


Indeed a poor Creature who has not ſinn'd a- 
way the Belief of another World, nor ſteel'd his 
Conſcience, mult be ſtunn'd when he ſees Death 
before him, a thouſand unnatural Crimes within 


him, a Judge upon the Bench ready to pronounce 


the SENT, and Devils to execute it; this 
diſmal 


(49) | 
diſmal Proſpe& will pall his Spirits, and may | 
ſooner caſt him into Fits of Deſpair, than into 
Tranſports of Sorrow, The Devil will eafily 
portage him, God is as inexorable as the 

aptain of a twenty Gun Ship, or a Maidſtone 
Jury, and that he will immediately fall into 
unquenchable Fire. Now a charitable Divine 
may remove theſe Terrors, by opening the Mer- 
cies of God, and the boundleſs Treaſures of his 
Goodneſs z he may bring him to Repentance, 
by an expreſſive Repreſentation of the Torments 
below, and the Joys above, 

An Atheiſt is an overgrown Libertine ; and if 
we believe his own Genealogy, he is a By-blow 
begot by Hazard, and 4 the World by 
Neceſſity z he removes by Wheels, and has ng 
more Soul thana Windmill ; he is thruſt on by 
Fate and acts by meer Compulſion; he is no 
more Maſter of his Deeds, than he is of his 


A Being; and therefore is as conſtant to his Word, 
N as the Wind to the ſame Corner; ſo that an A- 
X theiſt, by his own Bere is a Knave per /e, 

and an honeſt Man only per accidence. In 


ſhort, he ſtarts out of Duſt, and vaniſhes into 
nothing, 

A good Man is ſeldom uneaſy, and an ill one 
is always unquiet; one muſt be blind not to 
diſcover the canker at his Heart, through all 
the glittering Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power. 
He may rant and laugh, but can't be merry : 
For certainly there is a great difference between 
Noiſe and Mirth; their Lives are as unlike as 
their Ends; and theſe are as different, as the 
257 of the Damned are from the Joys of the 

eſſed. | | 4 

Some Peggle proach Godlineſs , e | 
farm, they give Virtue no Quarter, and Vice no FE 
H Diſturbance z | 


( 50.) 
Diſturbance ; they have baniſhed Goodnels from 
Practice, and will not ſuffer it to appear, even 
upon Paper. No, no, Conſcience muſt have no 
Retreat, and God no Worſhip. Certainly in 
theſe Men's Opinion, Hell is a Place of Di- 
verſion, and Heaven of Torments. 

There is no Man who does not with a ſorowful 
Eye review an ill paſt Life; who would not glad- 
ly recall his miſ-ſpent time; O mihi preteritos | 
O that God would reſtore my paſt years to me, 

1s every ſuch Man's Prayer! although it never 
was heard, never could be granted ro any. And 
what is more inconſiſtent with Wiſdom, than to en- 
gage ourſelves in making ſuch ineffectual and fruit- 

. - Teſs Wiſhes? What is more diſagreeable to Reaſon, 
than to do that for which we muſt be forc'd to 
confeſs, and call our ſelves Fools? What Man 
of Senſe for a flaſh of tranſitory Pleaſure, for 
a puff of vain Repute, for a few dirty Scraps 
of dirty Pelf, would plunge himſelf into ſuch 
a Gulph of Anguiſh? 

On the contrary, if laying hold on Occaſions, 
we ſet our ſelves to do well, the Reflection will 1 
yield great Satisfaction and Pleaſure to us; | 
we ſhall be glad that we have done, and that 
our Taſk is over; we ſhall enjoy our former | 
Life ; our time which is ſo paſt will not yet be 
loſt to us. 

All Men find firſt or laſt, that tho' Sin has 
but ſhort Pleaſures, yet it has a long Sting; 
that though People ſeem not to be able to 
live without the Commiſſion of it, yet they 
are not able to live without the Thoughts of 2? 
it when committed; ſo that as when they have 
dòne well, the Pain is ſhort, but the Pleaſure 2 
laſting ; ſo that when they have done ill, the 
Pleaſure is ſhort, and the Pain laſting, Sin and 
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Sorrow are ſo ty'd together by an Adamantine 
Chain, that the Temptation to Wickedneſs can- 
not pleaſe ſo much as the Reflection upon 
it torments, when all the Enjoyment being 


ſpent in the acting, there is now nothing left 


but naked Sin and Conſcience, 

Says Juvenal, when he laſhed the debauched 
Men. of his times with his Satyr, telling them 
that their Crimes diſturbed their Reſts, and they 


had ever and anon cold Sweats at their very 


Hearts, for fear of what was coming upon 
them: We muſt not think, ſaid he, that thoſe 
wicked People eſcape Scor-free, that are not 
puniſhed by human Juſtice ; for their Conſcience 
is a continual Torture to them, and has a Whip 
that cuts them to the quick, tho? it be hid from 
the Eyes of others: ſo that no earthly Judge 
can puniſh them ſo ſeverely, as this inviſible Judge 
within them does, 

CICERO wings to Piſo, ſhews of What Im- 
portance it is to all Men to preſerve a good Con- 
icience, ſince there was ſo much Torture, to be 
expected from a bad one. 

We find indeed by Experience, that this Tor- 
ture of the Mind, 1 one of the moſt intolera- 
ble parts of human Sufferings. There is an 
Effort uſually made by the Spirit of Man a- 
gainſt common IIls; büt when the Spirit itſelf 
is wounded, who can bear up? when the very 
Spirits ſink in the Breaſt of Man, what can ſuc- 
cour him? 


We find Judas and others ſo bereft, of. com- 
mon Reaſon and Prudence, that they have 
ſought Relief from Death, for their burdened 


Minds: But this was their Madneſs, ſince it 
cannot be imagined, that it will be eaſier with 
deprav'd Minds i in the place of Torments, than 
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and criminal? Should we, like 


(32) 
in the Place of Redreſs: Or that the Caſe is not 
doubly miſerable, where the Scorching of the 
Flames that cannot be quenched, are added 
- the Gnawings of the Worm that never 

1 "Ee OS 
One would therefore hope, that ſeeing there 
is ſo neceſſary a Connection of Sorrow and 
Miſery, to alt wilful Diſobedience to the Divine 
Power, and ſo much of this generally paid in 
hand to the Sinner, by his own conſcious Mind, 


that no more ſhould need be ſaid to a Man 


in his Senfes, to reclaim him from a vicious 


. Courfe, A quiet Mind is the chief Happineſs, 


and a troubled one the chief Miſery of thisWorld. 
You, cannot enjoy the Pleaſure, Honour, or 
Profit you imagine follows your evil ways with 
a troubled Mind, and yet a Man ever follow'd 
thoſe Courſes without it: All the Calamities 
you meet with in doing well, are eaſed much 
by the Comfort of a good Conſcience ; and 
the Spirit of a good Man bears his Infirmities : 
But all the Pleaſe 
have no Reliſh or Satisfaction, when we lic 
under the Terrors of a bad one; a wound- 
ed Spirit who can bear? And without doubr, 
a ferious Conſideration of theſe things, is a good 
Step towards an Amendment of Life. 

Did we ſeriouſly reflect, that we are born in 
this World to live eternally in another; and 
that our Virtues will be rewarded with Glory; 
and our Vices with Fire; ſhould we tire our 
ſelves in the purſuit of things merely indifferent 

d .crin Children, ſer 
our Hearts upon Objects, not only trivial, but 
baſe and contemptible, and truck our Souls for 
a Rattle? I fay, like Children, for what is the 
difference between them, and dur high flown 

2 „ Mortals; 


ures we have in doing ill, will 
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(33) 
Mortals; but that theſe deal in Stocks, Pa- 
laces, Plate, and Diamonds, and thoſe in Ba- 
bies, and Hobby-Horſes : So that at beſt, if 
the Folly of thoſe is more Expenſive, the 
Childiſhneſs of theſe is more innocent. 

The World preaches up Pride, and magnifies 
Vanity. The Goſpel Commands us to contend 
for the loweſt Place, the World for the high- 
eſt ; to pleaſe the one, we mult feat our Neigh- 
bour above our Heads, and we muſt throw 
him under our Feet to content the other. The 
Pews in moſt of our Parochial Churches, ſhew 
us how ſtrictly this Injunct ion of our Saviour is 
obſerved. | 

Now there being no Mean between theſe two 
Extremes, no place for Neutrality ; will a rea- 
ſonable Creature pauſe one Moment to what 
Side he muſt go over, is it not a Pleaſure to 
contemn the World? To be above all ſublu- 
nary Trifles? And to be a Slave to Nothing? 
Is it not a charming Satisfaction to have a clear 
Conſcience? to neither doat on Life, or to fear 
Death? Theſe are Delights above all the ſmooth 
Senſations of material- Organs.: And beſides 
they lie out of the Reach of foreign Accidents, 
they are always at hand, and coſt us no- 
thing. | 

What are thoſe fine things the World offers, 
and we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in 
Shew, and evil at the Bottom. They are poſ- 
ſeſs'd with Fear, and loſt with Regret; they 
pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon : For, in fine, 
they are all reduced to Concupiſcence of the 
Fleſh, Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and Pride of 
Life, i.e. to Senſuality and Honour. Theſe 
make up the World's Riches, and our Torments: 
Theſe are the Bleſſings fo much talked of, ſo 
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654) 
much adored, ſo dearly bought, loſt ſo eaſi- 
ly; and yet they are a meer Sound, a Name, 
and Nothing! 

- The other Obſtacles that Aland between us 
and our Duty, are the deluding Pageants of 
worldly Felicity; fine Sights, a glorious Re- 
rinue, and ſwelling Titles. Now what is all 
this Appearance but a Farce, a Scene of Va- 
nity ? That Philofopher was not miftaken, who 
faid, that the juſt Value of things were known 
by their End, as Men by their Faces. And 
if we take the Dimenfions of all human Hap- 
pineſs, by this unerring Scale, how thin, how 


little, bow contemptible will it appear, even 


to purblind Reaſon ? 

- Tho? we ſuppoſe it tonftane to our Intereſt, 
that | It waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt 
take leave of it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Ob- 


cts that dazzled our Eyes, and led our Hearts 


captive, nothing will be permitted to paßs with 
us into Eternity, but our Virtues and our Vices; 
all our Riches are contraband Goods, God pro— 
nounced the Sentence of Death upon the whole 
Race of Adam; and tho' upon occaſion he hath 
difpenſed with other Laws, this has, and will 
remain inviolable. The moſt evident Principles 
have been queſtioned by ſome, and denied by 
others; all Errors have found Abettors, but I 
never read of any Man, who was ſo extravagantly 
Fooliſh, as to doubr of Mortality. The Church- 
yards proclaim this Truth, the marble Mauſoleas 
of Princes divulge it and our dead Parents, in 
a mute, but emphatick Language, tell us we 
muſt follow. 

Dar makes its Approaches by Surprize, 
and attacks by Mine and Stratagem, it works 
out of Sight, and often aſſaults without Sig- 
Fi nal; 
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nal ; it hates Capitulation, it takes in the Van- 
guiſh'd at Diſcretion, and will not hear of a 
Gartel : Nay, it diſtinguiſhes not the General 


from a | kr Centinel, has no regard to Dig- 


nity or Commiſſion. 

Our Town-Sparks are a monſtrous Genera- 
tion, a kind of Centaur, half Man and half 
beaſt. They have the Shape of the firſt, and 
the Brutality of the ſecond ; they follow the 
Stream of Inclination like Beaſts; they chop 
at any thing that gratifies Senſe; but then 
they ſwitch on Nature, and here they leave the 
Beaſt to play the Fiend. And indeed, when 
young People fix in Town, they glean up its 
Vices, and continue the Practice till their E- 
ſtates founder, and their Bodies ſink under the 
Weight of their Diſorder. Unthinking Crea- 
tures! they ſport in the Camp of their Ene- 
mies; Danger ſurrounds them, and what is 
worſe, either unſeen or unregarded, ſo that 
they ſurrender without Reſiſtance and ſigh in 
Fetters, before they dream of an Enemy. 
Nay, one would think they had loſt their Wits 
with their Liberty, and. commenced Fools the 
ſame Moment they became Slaves. For they 
fancy themſelves the only free Subjects in the 
Nation, becauſe they are not coop'd up be- 
tween four Walls; and doat on their Captivity, 
becauſe they hector and bully in Taverns, and 
rattle in gilt Chariots, But alas! theſe pleaſing 
Fancies are the Effects of a dozing Opiate of the 
DeviPsMalice, not of his Kindneſs : He regales his 
Friends, as the Indians do their Slaves, merely 
to prepare them for ſlaughter, 

We have indeed Committees for the Improve- 
ment of Religion, as well as for that of Trade : 
And ſo have made Proviſions for the * 
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(56) 
of God no leſs than for that, of the Natign. 
But if our Cenſors deſerve Cenſure, Reformati- 
on will be at a ſtand, their Examples will do 
more Execution on Vice than their Office, 
And their Practice would carry on more hearti- 


ly the Intereſt of Virtue than thew Commiſſion. 


A Man. that flings his Eſtate into a Whore's Lap, 
will not be fined out of her Company with 
forty Shillings; and he who leaps over the Laws 
of God, will ſcarce boggle at Acts of Parlia- 
ment. 

Idleneſs is a dangerous Diſeaſe under all E- 
levations; but *tis mortal at London. It's not 


only the Mother, but the Miſtreſs of Vice. 


A Man that has nothing to do, has Leiſure 


to do any thing: He lies open to all Temp- 


tations; and what is worſe, is unprepared for a 
Defence; like a diſmantled Town, he falls into 
the hands of the firſt Invader, Fay 

Indeed at his firſt Arival, Buſineſs flows in 
upon him; one would think he fat at the Helm 
and ſteer'd the weighty Concerns of the State: He 
ſupœna's Sempſtreſſes, Taylors, Peruke, and Coach- 
makers, to appear at his Levee, one would 
fancy this Heterogeneous Juncto took into Con- 
fideration Ardua Regni Negotia, they play at 
Pro and Con with ſuch Heat and Commotion. 
Now all this Noiſe is nothing but a learned 
Debate on the Modes of the Town, and an ad- 
vantagious Mixture of Colours. He is for De- 
licacy and Exactneſs of Fancy, for nothi 
taudry or mechanic; and Doctors are divide 
upon the point; but all agree to bubble the 
Squire. 

Gentlemen lie more in the reach of Tempta- 


tion than People of an inferior Rank, more in 


view of the Enemy; their Ciremſtances then re- 
quires 
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( 57 ) 
vire Vigilance ; they muſt ſtand Centinel, and 
pace Out- guards for fear of a Surprize. A poor 
Man that can ſcarce'furniſh Neceſſaries for Lite, 
has neither the Means hor Thought to pamper 
Luxury; Nature is work*d down, and rather 
cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure, In ſhort, he can 
ſcarce live, much leſs riot; Pride cant come at 
him, it muſt paſs thro* Muck, Smoak, and Pe- 
nury to reach him. Now this Vice is too bigh- 
ſtomach'd to ſtoop ſo low; it loves not to lie on 
a Dunghill, or ſleep on Straw; and a Man that 
daily ſees and feels nothing but Want and Mi- 
ſery, muſt be mad before he can be proud, or 
1 vain upon any fond Preſumption. Beſides, 

ppetite is ſo kept under by Neceſſity, that it 
can ſcarce crawl 3; its very Deſires reach no 
higher than Bread to ſubdue Hunger, and 
Clothes to fence off Cold, and veil Nakedneſs. 
No ill Object paſſes thro* the poor Man's Eyes 
into the Heart; they draw in no Species but thoſe 
of Beaſts and Dunghills ; ſo that whatever they 
behold, is rebating and innocent. In fine, they 
are below Temptation; and like a ſmall diſ- 
mantled Village, not worth _—_ But Gen- 
tlemen ſtand the Mark 'of every Tempration ; 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil feem to 
have enter'd into a triple League againſt them; 
they are mark*d out for Slaughter and Sacrifice; 
they live in the midſt of Plague and Infection, 
and can't take one Step without meeting Dan- 
ger, nor breathe without taking in Contagion 5 
the World fawns on them, Paſſions revolt, 
and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnate them; fine 
Lights debauch the Eyes, Muſick the Ears, Na- 
2 the Taſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe 
rinciples the Underſtanding z Wine heats the 
Paſſions, „ put them in a * 
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ſo. that a Gentleman is beſet on all ſides ; each 
Vice batters. his Conſtancy and aſſaults his In- 
nocence. Now, what Way can he come off 
with Victory? He muſt raiſe Counter-Batteries, 
and diſmount thoſe Engines that play upon him; 
he malt make a Sally and face Pride with Humi- 
lity, Luxary- with Continency, Intemperance 
with Sobriety, and Love 'of Pleaſure with that 
of Duty: In. Morals as well as Phyſick, Con- 
traries alone defeat Contraties. Does not Nature 
tell us, as well as Experience, that when the At- 
tack is briſt and vigorous, the Place will infal- 
libly be taken, unleſs the Defendants beat off 
Force with Force, and tire out the Aſſailants with 
Reſolution. DES 

. Secondly,..the Faulis of the baſer Sort of 
Mankind, are perſonal. They never ſpread, but 
like an Apoplaxy, they ſtrike but one; the Miſ- 
chief ends Where it begun, and one Life ſatisfies 
its Fury. Bat Gentlemen's Crimes become u- 
niverſal like the Plague; they ſweep away whole 
Families, and drive Mortality and Deſolation 
brfore em. For the Vulgar are an Apiſh Ge- 
neration, they live on Imitation, and are carri- 
ed away: by the Example of Great- ones, as the 
inferior Orbs by the Motion of the ſuperior; ſo 
that if 4 Maſter; throws his Vices among the 
Family, they are ſoon pick'd up and worn 
as- Res of Honour. For Servants that know 
their Fortune depends on their Maſter's Smiles, 
will-nat eatjly diſpleaſe him, They eye every 
Motion, ſtucy his Humour, and fall in with his 
Iachnatipn;: They applaud his Extravagancies 
ag, ang then .aflgpt. them by Practice. And 
unt ttt bis! abamina ble Complaiſance, Slaves 
ones Work themſelves into their Maſters 
Eavourss"apdpotſeldgm into their Eſtates and 
r | 1 Dignities 
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Dignities. And then when Vice is ſo extrayg- 

antly rewarded, both with Eſtate and Plea- 
706 when a Man can debauch himſelf into a 
competent Fortune, without other Charges or 
Expence, than that of Conſcience, *tis odds 
he' il venture on the Enterprize. Beſides, Sins 
ſupported with Titles paſs for Grandeur: Nay, 
and Vice at the Head of a pompuous Retinue, 
is often miſtaken for Virtue, For the Vulgar 
judge by the Eyes, not by Reaſon; and whatever 
appears Great, they conclude Good; as if 
Glittering and Value were ſynonymous. Who 
has ſpread this Illuſion through the whole Maſs 
of theſe Morals, but the Great ? Gentlemen there- 
fore, beſides the direct Obligation of Obedience 
they owe to God, lie under a collateral one to their 
Neighbours; and by conſequence, their Failings. 
carry Scandal along with them, as well as Diſ- 
obedience; ſo that every Crime they commit 
may be called Legion. 

Can Blindneſs, Stupidity and Madneſs ſoar 
higher ? Like crown'd Victims theſe unhappy 
Creatures, dance and ſing under the fatal Stroke 
without Concern, without Senſe of the dans 
ger! they laugh and dro}! one Moment, and be- 
gin the next to weep eternally, Oh! Fren- 
zy ! they poſt on full ſpeed in the Broad-way 
to Perdition, and will needs be told they ſpur to 
to Heaven ! What Notions have theſe Men of 
the other World, who live ſo madly in this ! 
Surely they fancy the Soul flaſhes into nothing, 
when the Body falls into the Duſt ; and that 
they die like Beaſts becauſe they live ſo like 
them. Yet theſe are your well-bred Gentle- 
men, your Men of Parts, and Merit. And in- 
deed one mult have extraordinary Breeding, to 
complement ourſelves 75 Hell; one muſt be wit- 
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ty to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to contrive 
our eternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſly. 
Our Women of Quality wander from the 
Cradle to the Coffin, in a Labyrinth of either 
vain, or chileiſh Amuſements, In the Mor- 
ning, in''comes my Lady's Woman, to range 
in Order and Method all the little Trinkets 
of the Toilet. She chuckles together a whole 
Covey of Eſſences and Per fumes, ſhe commands 
Combs to their Poſts, Pomatums to. theirs, 
Here is a Contrivance in Folly, and Confuſion 
in Order. One would take a Dreſſing-Room 
for a Toy-Shop, or a Mercery of Small-ware. 
Nay, it has been compared to an Army Array, 
for the little Knicknacks ſtand in a Military 
Poſture; ſome are divided into Batallions, o- 
thers into Squadrons ; ſome make up the left, 
'the right Wing, and a Corpſe de Keſerve up- 
on a Side-Board, ready for any ſudden Occa- 
fions. A French Glaſs commands in the Cor pſe 
d Bataile; at his Back the Patch-Boxes march, 
Powders and Eſſences advance, Combs enter 
upon Duty; and then on a ſudden, halt, and 
now my Lady makes her JInrado, and begins 
the great Work of the Day. She conſults her 
Oracle the Glaſs, upon the State of her Health 
and Beauty; what Change ſince laſt night Time 
has wrought in her Complexion ? Whether it 
carries on its Approaches with ſpeed 3 or 
whether it draws near the Glacis, and when 
probably it may maſter the Out-HWork. 

And now her Ladyſhip baniſhes the Combs, 
and the Powders raiſe Clouds in the Apart- 
ment. She places her Bruſſels Head ten times, 
unplaces it as often, without being ſo fortunate 
as to hit upon the Point; ſhe models it to all 
Syſtems, but is pleaſed with none. For — 

mu 
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muſt know, ſome Ladies fancy a vertical, o- 
thers a horizontal Situation; others dreſs by 
the northern Latitude, and others lower its 
Point to forty five Degrees. At length, ſhe 
comes to the Paint. Here is a Plea for Fan- 
cy, and room for Invention; no wonder then 
if the Operation takes up time, and calls for 
Study and Reflection. Her Patches, it's hard to 
reſolve upon the Number, harder upon the Size, 
and much more eaſy to billet a Regiment, than 
to aſſign each Patch its proper Station. Twelve 
ſtrikes before her Cheeks are inlaid, and her Face 
exchequered z and when ſhe has baited the Cham- 
ber- Maid, kiſſed her Harlequin, and humm'd 
over half a dozen Opera Tunes, in comes Din- 
ner; down ſhe fits, not to eat, but to fret; 
one Diſh is too high ſeaſoned, another too 
low ; She ſaunters and drawls away three 

or four Hours in reading Plays and Novels. 
But now the Evening Employment calls up- 
on her, She flips into her Chair, for being 
clear'd of Buſineſs, ſhe's fit for Diverſion, and 
makes the Tour of herAcquaintance in about two 
or three Hours, enquires who is come to Town, 
who has privately ſlipt out of it, who lies in 
Incognito, who is married, who is dead, who's 
miſcarried, or who's brought to-bed ; and hav- 
diſcharged her Commiſſion, and delivered her 
Errand, ſhe rowls home, unleſs ſhe takes it 
into her head to drop into a Hackney-Coach, 
and fend for a pretty Fellow out of a Tavern 

ere ſhe goes to Bed, | 
In the 3 the Sabbath, Qxadrille gives 
great Relief at a Viſit; and alas, this is not con- 
fined only to the Court-End of the Town, but 
Libertiniſm and Avarice have given it the Free- 
dom 
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Dm ebe City; "tis erected into a Company, as 
well as the Socicty of Drapers and Weavers, 

Fhis is a Lady 's Life in Epitome, her Em- 
ployment in Short-hand, One Day's Work is 
the Copy of another, and one Year ews the 
Practice of Forty. 

To conclude, lead not your Daughters to Balls 
or Ridottos, without Neceſſity or Civility require 
their Prefence, and even ſeldom in thoſe Circum- 
ftances, Such Nouriſhment is too ſtrong for 
weak Stomachs. To guard Chaſtity without 
Spot or Stain, is no eaſy Tafk; it moves upon 
a ſteep Aſcent. Now thoſe who talk or laugh 
can; fcarce ſtrain up a Hill. If Care and Pains 
wilt hardly do, what will become of thoſe who 
are rocked in Pleaſure, and lie ynder all the In- 
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